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FOREWORD 

The  great  commandment  in  the  law  is 
"Thou  Shalt  love  the  Lord  thy  God,"  and 
the  second  is  like  unto  it,  "Thou  shalt  love 
thy  neighbor  as  thyself."  "On  these  two 
hang  all  the  law  and  the  prophets." 

So  this  manual  concerns  itself  first  with 
an  interpretation  of  God,  as  revealed  in 
Jesus,  and  as  actively  working  in  His  world 
to-day.  Then  the  attention  of  the  young 
church  member  is  directed  to  his  relation  to 
God's  great  family  in  all  the  world,  and 
finally  to  the  Church,  as  one  of  the  chief 
agencies  in  making  God  known  to  His  peo- 
ple. *^ 

The  fundamental  viewpoint  is  social. 
That  is,  God  is  conceived  not  as  existing  in 
a  realm  apart,  but  as  living  in  actual  per- 
sonal relationship  with  us.  And  men's  re- 
ligion IS  conceived  as  relating  them  with 
God  m  living  fellowship,  and  with  each 
other  m  mutual  interdependence  and  help- 
fulness. 

This  little  book  is  the  first  serious  at- 
tempt in  the  history  of  Canadian  Method- 
ism to  provide  for  middle  and  later  adoles- 
cents definite  instruction  suited  to  their 
peculiar  needs,  so  that  they  may  get  a  clear 
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INTRODUCTION 

.  ^°\  jeveral  years  there  has  been  a  ner 

tinn  1  •^•^"'?''  ^°''  *  "'anual  of  instrac- 
tion  m  spiritual  matters.  This  neeH  h=c 
been  rnost  keenly  felt  by  those  who  desired 

lucrea  tnat  such  a  manua    be  DreDari.H 

of  prfpS  th?'^'*'*"'^^^'«8^ted  the  task 

The^cSTttee  h«"lf""*    *°  ^  committee. 

with  a  Wf  rumrer'S^rk^rSS'^'^'^^ 
isters  and  lavn,«-   4.u     "r'^^^'^s,  Doth  mm- 

fubject  matter  It  £^±.1     S  '"''l.^"' 
tW  an.  „,.  ^^^  aiTLaS: 
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And  better  than  bread  to  the  hungry. 

*ht^:a'^^:Sr-/"^"i„,bees, 
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'The  "ruthlefs  wLd  creaturi^""'!  "T"'"' 
pass  by  the  heart  ^fKui  °*  ^^il  wll 
is  defended  bylea^J^°°^  ""'^^  ^hen  it 

ideal  and  resoie  Th"X7°'^  °^  '''^^ 
Manual  mav  hli!  '  ™^  lessons  of  the 
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COMMITTEE 

«ev.    Manson    Doyle     BA      o 

Mr.  M.  E.  Boughtoa        ^^"    Secretary. 

Sev.  John   Maclean,   D.D 

p!^'  ^?1'''*  Stewart,  DD 

Rev.  Walter  A.  Cook;,  D  D 


CONTENTS 

PAGE 

God 9 

Jesus,  the  Revealer  and  Saviour  .15 

God's  Spirit  at  Work 21 

The  Library  of  the  Father  ....    29 

Mankind  ,^ 
34 

Privileges  of  Membership  in  God's  Family  40 
Obligations    of    Membership    in    God's 

Family 47 

Training  to  Serve  the  Family      ...  54 

The  Chinch 61 

The  Story  of  The  Methodist  Church  .  68 
The    Methodist    Church   and    How    It 

Works 75 

The  Obligations  of  Membership  in  the 

Church 81 

Sun<;ESTioNS  to  Leader  ....  86 


i 


iiii  I 


if 


The  Young  Church-Member 


GOD 


SECTION  I — Lesson  t 

Methodist  Hymn  Book.— Hymn  587. 

Always  and  everywhere  men  and  women, 
girls  and  boys,  have  felt  their  need  of 
Q)d  and  have  been  seeking  to  know  Him. 
as  Sc  Paul  puts  it,  "If  haply  they  might 
feel  after  Him  and  find  Him"  A  saying 
of  one  of  the  early  church  teachers  aptly 

ZiJ^r^^i  *'?^  ^^'^  ^^'"^  °f  ""an  is  restless 
until  It  finds  Its  ijest  in  Thee" 

HJm  ^  '\  *  'P'J:'*  ''r^  ^^y  *a'  worship 
Him  must  worship  Him  in  spirit  and  in 
tnith  for  the  Father  seeketh  such  to  wor- 
ship Hrni  and  in  thinking  about  God  let 
us  remonber  what  we  have  been  taught  al- 
ready, how  we  get  this  knowledge— about 
the  various  ways  in  which  God,  on  His 
part^^  tries  to  help  us  tc  undeiptand  Him 

We  think  of  the  goodness  of  God  and 
Wis  care  when  we  see  all  around  us  just 
how  nicely  everything  is  fitted  for  its  own 
9 


I  I 


1 


THE  YOUNG  CHURCH-MEMBER 
special  place  and   use,   when   we  see  the 

vSoiX^H^""  ^"1  ^""^  abundant  pro! 
vision  that  He  has  made  for  the  wellbeine 
and  happuiess  of  all  His  creatures   So  9l« 

iweJn'riihr''^^  °'  ^"^  dSctkSs^t' 
oT  «  I*  •  ^""^  '^"'"«'  commonly  spoken 
of  as  conscience,  we  learn  of  what  He  aS^ 
fr  T,^"/  d'^apProves,  and  in  thS  wa^ 
are  helped  to  higher  and  better  Ideals  S 

witl^otheM;  *'  ""'^  ^"^^^  ^""^''^  '"to  contact 
with  other  lives,  particularly  those  of  anJt 

meri  and  women  who  have  seen  what  ough 

mnc^.    ?"*"  """Z*  '^'^^'•'y'  and  have  S 
most  truly,  we  feel  always  that  we  are  «t 
g  a  better  understandfng  Sf  what^'of  t 

Again,  through  our  study  of  historv  we 
the'  fw  r^  '^'f"'''  enli/htenmen??bom 
infinite  patience  and  infinite  helpfulness  He 
has  been  dealing  with  all  peoples  f?om  the 
beginning,  teaching  them  and  helpinpThem 
upward  by  means  of  the  various  dShS 
to  pa"''"'"'''  '''■""^'^  "''-''  **y  had 
Almost  as  numerous  and  varied  as  our 

fulTi  rL',  ^"^^  Observant  and  thought- 

ful we  may  come  to  know  more  about  S 

JltWZ?  •?  ^^^^^'"terest,  and  ?t  hdps 
us  still  more  if   we   think,   in   the  second 
place  of  just  how  slowly    ind  oftent1m« 
just  how  painfuUy  this  knowledge tf' gS 
lO 
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has  come  to  men.  Only  then  can  we  beein 
to  appreciate  the  greatness  of  our  privileee 
m  this  respect.  Others  have  labored  am" 
we  have  entered  into  their  labors. 

At  first  the  people  used  to  think  that  ine 
gods  were  like  themselves,  bigger  and 
stronger,  of  course,  all-wise  and  all-power- 
ful, but  just  like  men  and  women.  They 
thought,  too,  that  there  were  a  whole  lot 
of  gods,  a  god  for  every  nation,  and  a  god 
tor  almost  every  occupation.  These  gods 
were  not  always  good  as  we  think  of  God 
now  Some  times  they  were  angry  and 
cruel  and  selfish  and  impure.  But^even  "n 
those  days  there  were  some  good  people 

7Jl%.T"'.  "^*  '""^''^^  ^^'"^  this  and 
reached  out  after,  and  in  many  cases  at- 
tained to,  something  higher  and  better. 

»S!  f^^'  h^'^n^'  people  came  to  know 
Him  as  being  only  One,  and  as  being  Uni- 
versal, that  s,  that  He  was  everywhere, 
belonging  alike,  and  caring  alike,  for  al 

wertha^H  "'''''■  ^\^^  "^S^"  '°  2e.  S 
weU,  that  He  was  a  nghteous  God,  that  He 

Zll^^r-T''^  concerned  about  whether 

took  ni?.^  f  "^'T^  ^"^  '^''^  He  alwavs 
took  notice  of,  and  rewarded,  the  right 
and^always  found   out   and    punished  the 

onl^^  ^^^^^^If.  wonderful  advancement  in 
our  understanding  of  God  to  the  people  of 
Israel  and  the  prophets  of  Israel,  from 
whom  we  get  a  large  part  of  our  BMe 
and  who  seemed  to  be  able  to  know  more 
II 
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about  God  and  to  understand  Him  better 
|'!li  '"«"  «ny  of  those  living  at  that  time  or  ever 

since.  They  felt  and  taught,  not  only  that 
He  was  everywhere,  and  belonged  alike  to 
everyone,  and  that  He  could  not  approve  of 
anything  that  was  selfish  and  sinful,  but 
that  He  also  was  like  a  father,  loving  and 
patient,  not  passing  ligh!'/  or  carelessly 
over  disobedience  and  wrongdoing,  but 
always  willing  to  receive  His  children  when 
tney  came  back  to  Him,  and  always  willing 
to  forgive  them  if  Ihey  were  sorry  for  what 
they  had  done. 

But  this  beautiful  and  helpful  conception 
of  God  was  not  very  common  and  not  very 
well  understood  at  the  time.  It  came  only 
to  the  very  best,  the  most  thoughtful,  and 
the  most  spiritually  minded  among  them. 
After  these  were  gone  somehow  men  and 
women  seemed  to  lose  sight  of  all  this,  and 
for  a  long  tim?  it  was  almost  forgotten. 

Just  when  things  seemed  to  be  at  their 
darkest  and  when  people  everywhere  were 
most  anxious  about  it,  Jesus   came,   and 
through  his  own  life,  and  experience,  and 
teaching,  showed  again  just  how  possible 
It  was  for  an  intimate  and  loving  relation- 
ship to  exist  between  God  and  all  his  obedi- 
«it  children.     Jesus  taught  and   rpoke  of 
the  Fatherhood  of  God  in  such  a  '  lear  and 
convincing  and  satisfying  way  that  it  finally 
and  really  took  hold  of  the  minds  of  men 
and  women  and  stayed  with  them,  so  as  to 
influence  and  help  them  ever  since.     To 
12 
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Jesus,  therefore,  and  his  teaching  we  owe 
almost  everything  that  has  come  to  us  now 
that  IS  highest  and  best  in  our  knowledge 
of  God.  From  Jesus  we  learn  positiveh 
and  definitely  what  is  God's  attitude  to- 
ward us  and  what  He  would  like  us  to  be 
and  do. 


Pkaysb. 

Our  Heavenly  Father,  we  rome  to  Thee 
as  thy  thildren.  We  thank  Thee  that  it  is 
possible  for  us  to  know  Thee  as  a  kind 
anc.  loving  Father,  and  that  we  can  come 
i?r  u  *  *""P'y  ^^  directly  just  as  we  are. 
We  have  not  to  do  anything  wonderful  to 
move  Thy  sympathy  towards  us  or  to  make 
us  merit  thy  favor. 

We  thank  Thee,  too,  that  like  as  a  father 
understands  and  pities  and  helps  his  chil- 

j"l^  Thou  dost  understand  and  pity 
and  hdp  us.  Teach  us  more  about  Thyself 
smce  Thou  hast  done  so  much  for  us  May 
we  on  our  part  strive  to  be  faithful  and 
loyal  and  obedient  unto  Thee.  May  we 
^Tow  in  grace  daily,  and  daily  become  more 
hke  Thyself. 

May  we  feel  and  understand,  too,  some- 
thing of  the  desire  of  Thy  Father's  heart 
toward  all  thy  children,  and  be  always  will- 
ing to  do  what  we  can  to  bring  to  them  that 
Uijht  and  help  which  Thou  has  given  so 
freely  to  us.    Amen. 
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Scripture  Rbadings  for  thb  Week. 

Thursday-lLuke    1 1  -^  ;  t,    t?'''^":^""»  Eye- 
^    i,uKe    II.    i-i3_The   Fatherhood   of 

Friday-Luke  15:  „..4_God    looking    for    His 
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JESUS,  THE  REVEALER  AND 
SAVIOUR 

Section   i.— Lesson  2. 

Methodist  Hymn  Book.— Hymn  81. 

In  thinking  about  religion  and  the  re- 
ligious hfe  we  must  bear  in  mind  always 
that  we  are  not  religious  simply  because 
we  accept  and  believe  the  teachings  of  cer- 
tam  doctrines  and  creeds.  It  is  not  even 
belonging  to  church,  or  attending  church 
services,  or  taking  part  in  churc^.  work 
however  valuable  these  are  as  helps  to  our 
spiritual  development.  Real  religion  is  a 
matter  of  a  conscious  personal  relationship 
between  God  and  his  children.  Some  one 
has  defined  it  as  "The  life  of  God  in  the 
soul  of  man." 

In  our  last  lesson  we  learned  that  Jesus 
best  of  all,  both  in  his  own  experience  and 
His  teaching,  had  shown  us  how  it  was  pos- 
sible for  us  to  know  God  and  to  come  into 
personal  contact  with  Him  in  this  way  No 
one  has  ever  come  near  Him  in  the  ciear- 
ness  and  confidence  with  which  He  realized 
the  presence  and  the  Fatherhood  of  God 
Wo  one  has  ever  shown  in  the  same  simple 
and  direct  way  just  how  kind  and  loving 
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and  sympathetic   God    is    toward    us   all 

properly  and  to  make  it  our  own.  we  will 
MT.f,"^  ?''*="'''  ^"^  f^rt  above  e;emhTne 
mgnest  and  best  conception  of  God  hnt 
hat  he  ,s  also  our  great  teacher  and  heber 
in  commg  to  an  understanding  and  an  e! 

Because  He  knows  how  God  feels  to 
ward  us  and  what  He  would  liSe  us  to  £ 
and  do,  Jesus  helps  us  to  see  and  aporeci 
ate  just  how  important  and  how  vSuable" 

live"  ^'*^  ^"^  possibility  of  our 

Jesus  corrects  all    this    hv    .t,-,    • 

how  precious  each  one  is  in^he  Sf/^ 
and  thought  of  our  Heavenl^  Fath^Xt 
SoTniSnTticT^H?"^  ^'  *^^  SoS 

byshowin/urtScSdrrdS^raS 
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definite  purpose  in  every  life  and  that  the 
highest  satisfaction  and  success  for  us  wi'l 
be  the  fulfilment  of  that  purpose.  He  also 
makes  it  equally  clear  that  the  greatest  pos- 
sible sorrow  that  could  come  to  ourselves 
or  to  God  would  be  our  failure  to  realize 
His  desires  concerning  us. 

Then,  too,  t.-sus  helps  us  in  another  way 
by  showing  ut,  just  what  kind  of  life  God 
would  like  us  to  live.    If  we  are  going  to 
be  anything  like  what  we  ought  to  be,  we 
must  have  an  ideal,  or  example,  constantly 
before  us  as  something  that  we  would  wish 
to  follow,  and  we  can  never  rise  higher  or 
be  any  better  than  this  standard  that  we  set 
before  ourselves.    Our  lives  can  only  be  the 
best  If  we  have  the  best  standards  as  a  pat- 
tern and  an  inspiration,  and  nowhere  can 
we  find  a  more  perfect  or  a  more  helpful 
model  of  what  the  high  living  should  be 
than  in  the  character  and  actions  of  Jesus 
Himself.    The  apostles  who  knew  Him  so 
well  felt  most  deeply  the  Divinity  which 
shone  in  His  character,  and  in  His  supreme 
sacrifice  on  the  cross  He  has  left  an  ex- 

sfi  ?1I  "^^^  ^'«.'  ^^^"  ""t°  *he  death, 
should  follow  in  His  steps. 

But  Jesus  does  not  leave  us  here.    In  a 

on?t£fl/°''  "'J'  ""f.*^  necessary  he  points 
out  the  things  that  lie  at  the  heart  of  this 

.nd  /r  f^-.  "'  t^°^'  "'  t^^t  the  central 
and  greatest  emphasis  must  be  on  the  will 
The  heart  of  a  true  Hfe  is  not  the  expres- 
sion of  beautiful  sentiments,  or  feeling  this 
17 
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supreme  act  of  fai>ti  ,.,^^^  '  "  ^"^ 

with  Him  only  i^Vfa/.?.'K-''?^'Pi""« 
We  must  not  look  Vr  !       "  '^°"'=- 

other  tesf     Tf  ^         u      °^   *™st   to  any 

the  result  wSlTeT  Jr7  *'''.^'^''  ^od' 

because  He  has  heWVi  ^''°'  ^"^  J"^* 

places  anT;;ays  weliv,^  ?  IT"'''  ^".  °'^" 
what  he  tells  us    /  ^  i '  ^"^  *^"  Si^C  *<> 

are  inexhaustible  "  themselves 
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we  shall  be  able  to  find  the  preciousness 
and  the  helpfulness  of  Jesus.    There  wiU 

be  many  problems  arising  that  will  un- 
(loubtedly  annoy  and  puzzle  us,  the  only 
help  toward  even  a  partial  solution  of 
which  must  come  from  the  comradeship 
and  mstruction  of  Jesus.    But  in  showing 

I  ?^*!'^«i  revealing  to  us  the  dig- 
nity and  divinity  of  life,  the  terrible  nature 
0)  ;in,  and  the  eternal  degradation  and  loss 
winch  must  always  come  to  the  disobedient 
and  wrong  doer-m  his  exposition  of  what 
makes  us  acceptable  with  God— and  in  His 

to  «",'"/p"5  °*  '^'  ^"^"^'^  He  has  become 
Z  •  *  ^.^^"""r  ^"^  *  Saviour  and  helped 
js^mto  the  path  that  leads  to  everlasting 

Prayer. 

O  God.    our    Heavenly    Father,    again 
would  we  come  to  Thee  at  the  close  of  our 
stiHy.    We  thank  Thee  that  we  have  come 
to  know  a  little  about  Thee  and  we  desire 
a    fulletl    understanding    and    knowledge. 
Ihou  hast  given  unto  us  Jesus  who  has 
become  for  us  the  Way,  the  Truth  and  the 
Life.     We  thank  Thee  for  what  He  has 
shown  us  of  Thyself  and  what  Thou  dost 
desire  that  we  as  Thy  children  shoulu  do  in 
order  best  to  obey  and  love  and  serve  and 
glorify  Thee,  and  to  accomplish  Thy  pur- 
pose concerning  us.    Help  us  to  be  more 
iike  Jesus  and  to  have  more  of  His  spirit 
May  our  lives  like  His  be  useful  in  in- 
19 
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Srwtfd  Ser'iifar'^"  ^^^ "»««« 

'■n  it.    Teach  us  theinl  "/'  *".^^«  "^«d 
selves  that  otot'af  ^ete't"^  °'"- 

anT^afw^e  ra"Vj^^  ^'^^  ^^^"^"^ 
votion  in^  Z^lS'^trZ::-  ''''  '- 

Scripture  Readings  for  thk  Week 

Monclay— Isaiah  sv  r  t2_Ti,    c   ,r 
S"nda.v-Joh„,,..,.,,_TheExa.p,eofJes„, 
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GOD'S  SPIRIT  AT  WORK 

Sectio.v  I. — Lesson  3. 

Metliodist  Hymn   Book.— Hymn   147. 

The   Everlasting  Father  keeps  close   to 
His  children  and    His    spirit    becomes  to 
them  as  they  open  their  souls  to  Him,  an 
unfailing  source  of  inspiration   and  com- 
fort.    He  rebukes   us   when    we    sin  and 
awakens  all  the  hungers  of  the  soul,  which 
cry  out  after  the  living  God  and  a^ter  the 
better    life.      With    loving    impulsion  He 
brings  us  to    surrender    ourselves    to  the 
claiiTis  of  Christ  and  strengthens  us  in  our 
endeavor  to  lead  lives  worthy  of  our  Fath- 
er.   He  builds  up  in  us  the  sense  of  union 
and  comradeship  until  we  begin  to  feel  at 
home  with  God  and  naturally  come  to  lisp 
the    endearing    name,    "Father,    Father." 
Then  prayer  becomes  the  habit  of  the  soul. 
He  meets  us  in  the  human  fellowship  of 
public  worship  and  in  the  services  of  the 
ch-jrch.  through  great  messages  from  God 
on  life  and  duty,  through  song  and  prayer, 
and  other  modes  of  worship,  and  through 
secret  experiences  in  our  own  hearts.    He 
lights  our  souls  with  new  visions  of  our 
duty  and  our    destiny.     If   through    these 
things  our  lives  rise  to    higher    levels   of 
21 
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SpTr\fo/ Hirio"'  r  °^'  '^ '°  '"^^  "'vine 
our  being     By  lhc«iw  T  ""'  »"=•  ^ave 

open  o„r  souls  to  hIs  ll\;  X™»'  "« 

alone  hT.V^k''""  '^'"'^  *"'!  '»'"i«ar  ways 
human  soul  R^'^-P-'^''^!''  ^"^  t^^-^h  the 
maTse"  of  Ln  •"  f '"*  ''  ^'"»^«J  among 
where  fh.        J^  '**=*°'7'  mart  and  field 

bitTth  Ve?;'  t^s  in  '^"'^  ^••"' 

permiftPri  f^  i    i  ^"^'^nce  and  that  we  are 

CfoVby  o°Cr  .S  '  "^"  "^'•'^  "" 
this  come    to  Zsl^G^.TT'  .^^"^  '^'^ 
humanitv  ;.,     ^  ^°°    breathed    into 

sdW?^?'J    \,'"*'''"'"^  unknown  before  a 

modem  scientific  sp^nt  was  born  '''" 
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Holy  Spirit  called  them  to  free  themselves 
from  the  errors  of  the  past  and  convinced 
them  of  the  sin  of  careless  and  prejudiced 
thinking.  He  asked  them  to  trust  them- 
selves to  His  guidance  and  examine  every- 
thing anew  with  patience  and  care,  "That 
the  things  which  can  be  shaken  may  be 
shaken,  that  the  things  which  cannot  be 
shaken  may  remain."  Only  thus  can  error 
lie  overthrown  and  sure  progress  be  made. 
Only  through  this  truth-speaking  spirit 
spreadmg  among  men  can  we  hope  to  unify 
the  thmkings  of  men  the  world  over. 

A  chosen  few  at  first  caught  the  new 
spirit  and  amid  frequent  scorn  and  ridicule 
they  pursued   their  lonely  way.      Others 
began  to  flock  to  the  side  of  these  men  of 
faith  in  the  value  of  all  truth,  and  ours  be- 
came the  age  of  science.     It  was  a  moral 
victory.     It  was  a  spiritual  achievement. 
We  need  to  drill  our  souls  into  fidelity  to 
the  truth  and  to  feel  how  sinful  it  is  to  sell 
our  judgment  to  partizanship  of  any  kind. 
\yhat  has  been  the  result?    Pain  is  being 
banished;     disease    is    being     conquered; 
vast  powers  for  good  have  come  into  man's 
hand;  poverty  is  no    longer    a  necessity; 
blessings  have  come  to  the  common  man 
which  kings  in    other    days    never  knew. 
Every  man  may  have  his  liberty ;  the  great 
pictures  may  illumine  every  wall  and   the 
grandest  music  of  the  world  may  be  heard 
in  any  home.     "Greater  works  than  these 
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shall  ye  do,  because  I  go  unto  the  Father  " 
said  Jesus. 

In  the  description  given  in  the  Gospel  of 

fitt'.K  VJ!  '"°'^  °^  ^^^  Comforter,  we 

ot  sin  and  righteousness  and  of  judgment  - 
which  means  that  through  added  lilht  He 
W.II  give  us  a  new  conscience  on  matter  of 
life  and  duty  as  He  has  done  in  the  cas. 
of  slavery,  and  of  intemperance,  about 
which  our  grandfathers  did  not  think  as  we 
do.  and  so  also  has  He  done  in  this  matter 
of  intellectual  dishonesty.    He  is  toXide 

the  minds  which  are  ready  "the  thinjfs  to 
come-  which  later  all  will  acknowledge  and 
which  will,  as  standards  of  right,  mfe  men 

iolt-cT   Frl^h-  ''"[  ^"«n«ses.'and  tS 

politics.    Fresh  revelations  are  yet  to  come 

I  have  yet  many  things  to  say  to  you  but 

ye  cannot  bear  them  now."    Many  things 

Michael  Faraday  gave  ten  years  of  his 

dlea^H^S.\°"'^  ^'"'^  ^^^'"^d  to  many 
•die  and  childish  work.    He  moved  magnets 

"e  had  laid  the  foundation  for  all  the 
world'  ^„,k  with  dynamos,  motors?  wire- 
less telegraphy  and  electric  light.    Shall  we 

eK  nfuiT  ^''^*°"'  ^^  «^^«*«8t  in- 
tellect of  his  day,  spent  long  years  in  the 
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study  of  light  with  little  bits  of  glass  until 
he  had  enriched  the  world  for  all  time  with 
the  answers  a  waiting  God  gave  to  his 
patient  questioning. 

We  may  well  guess  that  the  locomotive, 
the  steamship,  wireless  telegraphy  and  the 
aeroplane  have  their  place  to  fill  in  our 
Father's  plan  and  that  those  inspired  men 
who  produce  and  perfect  these  creations 
of  genius  are  helping  the  Father  to  carry 
out  his  purposes  and  preparing  the  way  for 
the  coming  of  his  Kingdom  on  the  earth, 
for  which  we  pray.  Is  not  all  honest  and 
useful  work  a  partnership  with  God  ?  Does 
not  the  possession  of  these  great  powers 
lay  great  responsibilities  upon  us  for  their 
worthy  use  ? 

Another  outpouring  of  God's  spirit  is 
seen  in  the  passion  for  human  rights  which 
is  changing  the  face  of  the  world.  This 
began  in  England  under  Cromwell,  and 
after  brief  career  seemed  to  perish.  The 
Pilgrim  Fathers  carried  the  dream  of  Mil- 
ton and  Cromwell  to  America  and  this 
continent  was  dedicated  to  democracy.  The 
Holy  Spirit  has  convinced  the  people  of  our 
day  of  the  sin  of  special  privilege  based  on 
birth  or  wealth  or  anything  but  service  to 
the  common  good,  as  essential  injustice. 
The  democratic  spirit  says :  "I  am  as  good 
as  you  are,  and  my  rights  and  privileges 
match  yours."  Men  and  women,  therefore, 
as  a  plea  of  commr  .  justice,  demand  equal 
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Tmnl!  ^1"^  ^"'"*'  opportunities.  For  ex- 
ample the  demand  that  there  be  a  public 
schoo  open  to  all,  has  been  granted  «  an 
act  of  justice  as  well  as  of  public  wisdom 
and  necessity.    The  extension  of  denTocS^ 

cation  anr^''  K?""  ^°'  '^'  Christian  edul 
catmn  and  ennoblement  of  all  the  oeoolp 
Wuhout  such  Christian  education  the  f% 
ennoblement  of  the  people  cannot  come 

The  crowning  privilege  of  a  people  in  a 
democracy  is  power  to  vote  and  through 
this  to  govenn  themselves  and  choose  their 
eaA^rs  When  you  grow  older  you  will  be 
ca  led  to  exercise  this  right  as  now  your 
fathers  and  mothers  do.  This  right  has 
been  won  for  you  at  great  cost,  as  your 
school  histories  will  show  you.  Gi'-.n*  't 
well,  and  save  it  from  all  dishonor.    Pre- 

vou'Jn"'?'''"  }°'  *'''  ^^'^^t  citizenship 
you  will  enter  and  use  your  vote  to  prevent 
public  and  private  wrongs,  to  aid  the  cause 

u,  Ju^f^.^  J"^*"='='  a"**  so,  by  your  ballot 
help  the  Kingdom  of  Hear  „^o  come  ' 
You  will  doubtless  live  to  see  great  ad- 
vances made  toward  establishing  fn  fndus- 
th.J'  i"  '^'""'^  co-operation  will  take 

hnrln""    K  *=°'"P^i'"01 ;  a  politics,  in  which 

human  welfare  and  social  justice,  instead  of 
■noney  and  taxes,  will  be  the  chief  concern 
and  international  relations,  in  which  t^^ 
cause  of  the  weak  nation  will  be  made  as 
safe  as  that  of  the  strongest ;  in  shortTwSrld 
m  which  justice  is  possible  becaus^thc 
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Jpirit  of  brotherhood  has  come  to  the  earth 
Love  IS  the  fulfilment  of  law.  This  crown- 
yi!„r//*  f\^°Jil  Spirit,  for  which 
™.?'n  *"**  the  Church  prays,  cannot 
come  to  all  men  without  God's  instruments, 
the  discoveries  of  science  and  the  enthrone- 
ment of  the  conscience  of  the  world  throueh 
democratic  freedom.  These  things  show 
*at  the  tabernacle  of  God  is  with  men  and 
Wis  Spint  IS  moving  among  them. 

We  have  much  to  fear  from  the  des- 
tructive uses  to  which  science  may  be 
applied  and  from  the  wild  passions  of  sel- 
fish democracies,  but  let  the  passion  of 
brotherhood  flood  the  earth,  in  as  wonder- 
ful a  way,  as  has  the  passion  for  exact 
truth,  and  the  passion  for  human  liberty 
then  we  shall  come  to  the  Golden  Age  w*  en' 
the  resources  of  science  will  be  used  by 
enlightened  democracies  to  realize  the  pur- 
poses of  brotherhood.  Then  the  Kingdom 
01  Cjod  will  have  come  upon  the  earth. 

As  these  three  great  world-shaping  forces 
are  making  the  age  in  which  you  live  and 
which  distinguished  it  in  their  world-wide 
sweep  from  all  other  ages,  it  is  important 
ttiat  you  should  recognize  them  as  our 
Fathers  work,  and  should  feel  in  them 
the  touch  of  His  Spirit. 

Be  ready  to  respond  to  every  call  of  the 
Woly  Spirit  in  your  own  hearts  that  God 
may  reveal  Himself  to  vou  and  that  your 
path  of  duty  may  be  made  plain 
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Prayer. 

Our  Father,  in  Heaven,  Thou  hast  in 
nwny  ages  visited  by  Thy  spirit  the  souls 
of  men.  The  prophets  and  the  thinkers 
have  seen  the  truth  and  have  spoken  for 
Ihee.    The  traders  and  the  workers  have 

fTlf  r  ^l°^y  i"  *^^  h°»est  word,  the 
faithful  work,  and  the  deed  of  mercy  To 
aws  kmden  and  more  just,  to  the  protec- 
tion of  the  poor  and  the  welfare  of  all 
{hy  spirit  has  been  leading  men  For  all 
this  we  thank  Thee. 
(Mfemorize.) 

May  our  souls  be  open  to  Thy  spirit,  that 
Thou  mayest  visit  us  in  full  glory,  that 
the  love  of  pure  and  holy  living  and  the 

iZV°  ^.°"r  '^^  "^'^^  "'^>-  «^^r  abide 
with  us  and  that  we  may  see  and  under- 
stand what  IS  Thy  will  concerning  us  in 
this  our  day. 

In  the  spirit  of  Jesus  we  pray  this  prayer. 

Amen. 
Scripture  Readings  foR  the  Week. 

tZ1i7~\°^u  '^-  7-'4-The  Spirit  of  Truth. 
Tuesda}'-Luke4:  I4-2I-The  Programme  of  Jesus 
Wednesday-Rom.  8:  18-27-The  Struggling  God 

n!?'~J  *i°'-  ■''■  i-'2-The  Alaniflld  Work 
of  Gods  Spirit. 

Ll?''^"^'^  ,?5-   '-M-The   Prayer  of  Science 
Saturday-Eph.  4:  :-i3-The  Perfected  Civiliz": 
tion. 
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THE  LIBRARY  OF  THE  FATJlER. 
Section  i.— Lesson  4. 

Methodist  Hymn  Book.— Hymn  596. 

There  is  in  our  hearts  a  desire  to  know 
the  Father.  All  races,  in  all  ages,  in  all 
lands,  have  been  conscious  of  this  longing 
and,  as  we  have  seen,  in  a  preceding  lesson, 
Jesus  is  ouii  Helper  to  know  the  Father. 
Now  what  Jesus  taught  concerning  the 
Father  is  preserved  for  us  mostly  in  the 
writings  of  His  near  followers  which  to- 
gether are  called  the  New  Testament.  He 
Himself  learned  much  about  God  from  the 
writings  of  His  people,  the  prophets  and 
poets  of  olden  times,  and  their  writings 
are  together  called  the  Old  Testament  and 
these  two  collections  of  books  are  known 
to  us  as  the  Bible.  Don't  forget  then  that 
the  Bible  is  not  one  book,  but  a  collection 
of  books,  that  is,  "A  Library."  These 
books  which  we  read  in  English  are  trans- 
lated out  of  other  languages  in  which  they 
were  originally  written,  the  books  of  the 
New  Testament  in  the  Greek  language  and 
the  books  of  the  Old  Testament  in  Hebrew. 
These  books,  in  a  very  interesting  and 
instnictive  way.  show  that  men's  thoughts 
of  God  and  divine  things  grew  brighter 
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and  clearer  as  they  came  through  their 
expemence  of  the  years  to  better  undei^ 
standing  of  God's  nature  and  character 

The  Peopw  Who  Prepared  the  Way 
FOR  Christ. 

In  the  days  when  Jesus  lived  His  earthly 
life,  the  only  books  of  the  Bible  existing 
were  those  of  the  Old  Testament.  Thev 
were  to  H.m  "  The  Library  of  the  Father  " 

/hem  '  W  tV^"^  '°^^^  '^""  ^"d  quoted 
them.  We  shall  do  well  if  we  follow  His 
example.  We  may.  like  Him.  Snd  them 
nch  m  mstruction,  a  defence  in'temptatir 
and  comfort  m  time  of  sorrow.    In  read- 

that  can  be  nghtly  understood  only  when 

ThlfTTi"'  '^'  ^^''  mentioned  above 
that  God  has  progressively  revealed  His 
will  to  men.  Jesus  saw  and  taught  this 
The  great  central  truth  of  love  of  God  and 
of  man  was  taught  in  the  Old  Testament 
5,lT  "u*  "''"'y  understood  by  many 
thein  thoughts  and  their  lives  were  imper- 
bSJhIT  l"•^^-<=Wng  and  liferthe 
Bright  Sun  that  gives  the  light  in  which 

the   books   of   beautiful   poetry   and    the 

The  books  placed  first  in  the  New  Testa- 

«^spel     means  "good  news  "—the  good 
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tidings  that  Jesus  brought  of  the  love  of 
£he  Father.  The  Gospels  give  us  four  brief 
accounts  of  the  life  and  teachings  of  our 
Lord.  They  are  not  any  of  them  com- 
plete, the  writers  have  gathered  together 
the  outstanding  incidents  in  the  life  of 
Jesus,  as  these  memories  were  treasured 
and  told  by  the  Christians  in  the  early  days 
of  the  Church— St.  Mark's  Gospel  was 
written  first.  It  is  believed  that  he  tells 
the  story  largely  as  he  learned  it  from  the 
lips  of  St.  Peter.  St.  Matthew  and  St. 
Luke  use  much  of  the  same  material,  and 
building  on  St.  Mark's  Gospel  they  add 
detail  and  color. 

,  These  three  Gospels  are  called  the 
"Synoptic  Gospels,"  because  they  can  be 
so  arranged  and  harmonized  as  to  be  seen 
in  one  view,  and  agree  in  narrating  nearly 
the  same  events.  St  John's  Gospel  was 
written  last,  and  gives  incidents  and  dis- 
courses omitted  from  the  earlier  Gospels. 
This  Gospel  combines  the  story  of  Christ's 
life  and  teaching  with  the  writer's  inter- 
pretation after  long  meditation  and 
reflection. 

The  Acts  of  the  Apostles  is  the  account 
of  the  life  of  the  early  Christians,  and 
their  missionary  work  in  founding  churches 
in  Asia  and  in  Europe,  the  guiding  hand 
of  the  Divine  Spirit  being  seen  in  the 
breaking  away  of  the  eariy  church  from 
its  Jewish  limitations  and  the  enlargement 
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of  its  sc<^e  until  it  became  world-wide  in 
Its  outlook  and  appeal. 

What    we   call   "The    Epistles"    were 
letters  written  to  churches  and  people  to 

tian  T  *°  y"^^^^'^"<l  their  new  Chris- 
tian fa,th,  and  to  encourage  them  to  live 
Z  C'^P*^"^  should;  and  these  letters  were 
so  valuable  and  precious  that  they  were 
carefully  preserved  and  have  come  dowTto 
us^to  mspire  us  to  think  truly  and  live 

Youpg   Christians   should   read   in   this 

Library  of  the  Father"  regularly  and 

hey  will  find  that  doing  so.  it  become 

ncreasingly     interesting     and     profitable. 

It  IS  the  world's  greatest  literature.    They 

^he"  R,-hT   'T.""  '^'  ''"^'  *°  understand 
the   Bible,    which   was    written   during   a 

period  of  centuries,  and  under  conditions 

differing  from  our  land  and  time.    Resolve 

to  be  really  students  of  the  Bible. 

.h,^'?f 'li'^u'-'  I*  '""POrtant  to  remember 
that  the  Father  has  given  us  this  Library 

minds  of  the  greatest  and  noblest  of  men 
the  great  thoughts  that  are  written  for  us 
and  every  writing  inspired  of  God  "is  pro- 
fitable for  doctrine,  for  reproof,  fcr  cor- 
rection for  instruction  in  righteousness. 
that  the  man  of  God  may  be  perfect 
thoroughly  furnished  unto  all  good  works." 
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Praybk. 

.t-°^''3''^"'  who  art  in  Heaven,  we 
thank  Thee  that  Thou  hast  spoken  to  us, 
Thy  children  upon  the  earth.  Thou  hast 
been  pleased  to  tell  us  Thy  love.  We  are 
very  glad  when  we  remember  that  Jesus 
taught  us  that  Thou  art  our  Heavenly 
father,  and  that  Thou  wilt  surely  give  us 
good  thmgs  when  we  ask.  Among  good 
thmgs  we  know  are  good  books,  and  the 
books  of  the  Bible  are  Thy  very  precious 
gift  to  us,  and  so  we  thank  Thee 

O  may  we  love  Thy  Holy  Word'l  May 
T'A^^  Timothy,  from  childhood  know 
the  Holy  Scriptures  which  are  able  to  make 
us  wise  unto  salvation  through  faith  which 
IS  in  Christ  Jesus.  When  we  read  Thy 
Oospel,  open  our  eyes,  for  we  would  see 
Jesus,  and  may  we  see  the  light  of  Thy 
glorj'  in  the  face  of  Jesus  Christ.  Because 
we  have  read  and  learned  the  teachings 
of  this  mspired  Book,  make  us  to  fear  and 
hate  the  wrong,  and  to  love  and  trust  and 
cherish  the  right. 

Humbly  we  offer  our  prayer  through 
Jesus  Christ.  Ambn 

Scripture  Readings  for  the  W'eek. 
Monday— Acts  8:  26-35. 
Tuesday— Matt.  4:   i-n. 
Wednesday— Ps.  19. 
Thursday— Prov.  4. 
Friday— Ps.  119:   i-ig. 
Saturday— 2  Tim.  3:  14-17. 
Sundny — Luke  4:  16-22. 


33 


MANKIND. 
SscTioN  2.— Lesson  i. 

Methodist  Hymn  Book-Hymn  jqg. 

ana-^  h"'  -'^".f '  "'  ^°  P'^'y  "  <^"'-  Father  - 
and  He  is  the  one  great  leader  of  men 
vvho  sets  out  to  make  the  laws  of  the  family 
the  laws  governing  the  whole  of  human' 

It  is  fitting  that  one  law  should  rule  all 

one  blood  and  underneath  the  differences 

we?re  An?f  '^^'  °*  """''  ^"'^  civilization 
we  are  one  family  upon  the  earth.  There- 
of wh-  'if  ^  °"^  ^"^  "^'y  wonderful  story, 
of  wh  ch  men  are  learning  more  all  the 

thTearth  "mL^""  ^"'''^  ^°  ^""^  -^"  "P- 
tne  earth,  makmg  him  out  of  the  dust  and 

breathmg  into  him  the  "breath  of  lives'' 

S?h  c?  t,  ^'■''^"?"  ^^""^^  "lan.  endowed 
or^  5ie  eiX^'"  *''''  ^^  ^'""•^  "^  ^"  others 
Tpofl^  ^*y  ''"*'^''  '"'0  fellowship  with 
a  Fatherm  Heaven.    Man.  like  God   can 

di   t^;    '  ?"  *•"  ^  J"*^«*=  ^"'J  does  con- 
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For  God  not  only  made  man  one  race 
physically  but  he  has  made  of  one  intellect 
all   men.     Men   reason    according   to   the 
same  rules,  for  their  minds  are  built  upon 
the  same  ground  plan.     That  is  why  we 
can  overcome  the  barriers  of  language  and, 
through    translation,    can    make   ourselves' 
understood   by  all  men.     Man  alone  can 
thmk  God's  thoughts  after  Him  and  enter 
mto  the  joy  of  inventing  and  creating.    He 
alone  can  be  touched  by  the  beauty  and 
wonder  of  the  great  world  in  which  he 
lives.     The  eye  of  the  ox  catches  all  the 
color  of  a  splendid  sunset,  and  photographs 
as  well  as  the  human  eye  the  magnificence 
of  a  starry  sky,  yet  the  sight  awakens  in 
jum  no  feelings  of  awe  and  admiration  as 
It  does  m  man.     He  cares  nought  for  it 
all    any    more    than    he   cares    for    "the 
splendor  of  the  grass  and  the  glory  of  the 
flower,    which  he  carelessly  tramples  under- 
foot.    A  love  of  beauty,  in  sound,  color, 
and  form,  is  the  birthright  of  men  every- 
where.   The  bond  of  common  thoughts  and 
Ideals  may  do  more  to  make  the  race  one 
than  a  common  blood.    Therefore,  we  send 
missionaries  to  the  non-Christian  nations  so 
that  we  may  all  learn  to  think  thoughts  of 
Christ  together  and   become  brothers  in- 
deec. 

God  has  made  of  one  soul,  too,  all  nations 

of  the  earth.     AH  men  carry  with  them 

that  burden  of  glory"  which  we  call  a 
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conscience  "A  sense  of  duty  pursues  us 
ever.  All  men  when  they  wilfully  violate 
this  sense  of  right  are  self-condemned.  All 
men  feel  the  supreme  claims  of  fair  play 
mercy,  truth,  loyalty  and  fidelity.  Man 
IS  the  only  animal  whose  life  can  be  swayed 
by  noble  ideals.  His  is  the  only  life  that 
holds  some  hings  of  so  much  worth  that 
life  Itself  will  be  sacrificed  for  their  sake 

be  guilty  of  dishonor,  men  will  see  all  that 
I'fe  can   bring  of   private   advantage  sHp 
away  from  them  and  still  feel  that  in  keen 
mg  integrity  of  soul  they  are  holding  oil 

f«5/»  "  *!??  °"'y  creature  which  can  lone 

£ire  t??"'  ";  '\^  ^^^^^"'>'  Father  and 
desire  to  be  well  pleasing  to  Him.  He  is 
the  only  one  who  claims  the  eternal  vLrl 
beyond  death  as  his  own  and  ireams'of  ^ 
life  to  come.  "God  has  set  eternity  in 
£  rf"'*-      ^?"°"^  ^"  '^'  nations  tLe 

the  world  Throughout  long  ages  the 
Heavenly  Father  has  been  present  in  His 
world  leading  the  nations,*"  if  haply  they 
might  fee  after  Him  and  find  Himf  tf.o„7 
He  be  not  very  far  from  every  one  of  us  " 
Throughout  all  the  history  of  manWnd  an 
ever-present  spirit  has  been  brooding  over 
the  lives  of  men  and  leading  the  race 
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0 .  mea  through  joy  and  pain  and  struggle 
to  spiritual  conquests.  Their  inheritance 
of  evil  shall  yet  be  overcom.;,  and  the  human 
family  fulfil  the  Father's  hope  and  become 
the  people  "  forekno-vn  from  the  begin- 
ning;" the  sons  of  Go-'  indeed,  controlled 
by  His  ideal  and  conformed  in  character 
to  the  image  of  His  Son  who  is  to  be  "  the 
first  born  among  many  brethren."  fRom 
8:29.) 

In  this  we  see  the  great  enterprize  of 
the  Father  who  bears  on  His  heart  the 
burden  of  the  sin  and  sorrow  and  failure 
of  the  world.  We  are  called  to  assist  in 
this  enterprise,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to 
make  all  men  realize  their  conship  in  God's 
family  and  to  put  at  least  the  crown  upon 
the  Father's  creation  after  long  years  of 
travail,  by  the  coming  of  a  noble  race  of 
brothers  who  will  master  the  world  and 
devote  the  powers  of  nature  to  the  service 
of  the  common  good—"  The  liberty  of  the 
glory  of  the  children  of  God."  (Rom  8- 
21.) 

This  drama  and  struggle  is  apt  to  be 
repeated  in  our  hearts,  and  then  it  is  that 
we  have  evidence  we  belong  to  this  great 
family.  Were  we  animals  onlv,  our  con- 
science would  not  disturb  us.  The  animal 
impulses  would  be  our  highest  law  of  con- 
duct, and  no  great  restraint  would  be  upon 
ns.  Instead  of  this  we  are  called  to  the 
nobler  life,  to  trample  the  selfishness  of 
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our  souls  underfoot,  until  in  this  individual 

w^Sern-£t't!;Hf!^« 

m  nghteousness.  and  establishing  jSice 
and  peace,  mercy  and  love,  forever  I 
full-grown  children,  we  are  thin  T^'  .  , 
our  place  as  co-wo'rker's  whh^o"  Fattr 
Se  Fair*  'r''-?"'"  <^°'"'-«desWp  is  w^h 
Do  we'desirl  To  ?  ""  ^°"  J""'  Christ 

of  'thrg'r:rfi°n^^7'"'Tn'^, --^^^^^ 

ShelV ^^  ^?^'^'--  h--  or"errd"*=T: 

httrof':u??arh?v°'  •''°'  *^.^-^*"' 

our  grandeTs?er!  tveSn'S  ''•°°'' 
lyrea    jesus,    perfect    pattern    of    faith- 

of  Christ  for  th,.  ,-^       f-  '  afflictions 

lor  the  redemption  of  the  world' 
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Pkaybs. 
We  believe.  O  God.  that  "  as  a  father 
pitieth  his  children  so  the  Lord  pitieth  them 
that  fear  Hini."  Bless  those  who  are  jtrue- 
gling  upward,  and  so  enrich  us  with  the 
spint  of  Brotherhood  that  it  will  make  us 
ready  to  pity  and  help  each  other.     We 

T^,  1°^  ^^^u^^^  ^^^"^  3"  Thy  children 
sha  know  Thee  as  a  common  Father  and 
shall  serve  Thee  in  a  common  love  We 
flesire  to  become  worthy  members  of  Thy 
family.  Give  unto  us  faithfulness  and 
courage  that  we  may  be  truly  workers 
together  with  Thee  and  so  come  into  fel- 
lowship with  Jesus  Christ,  our  Lord. 

Amen. 

Scripture  Readings  i'or  the  \Vekk. 

Monday — Acts  12:  23-32. 
Tuesday— Heb.  11:  i-io. 
Wednesday— Heb.   it:  13-22. 
Thursday — Heb.   ti:  23-31 
Friday— Heb.  11:  32;  12:  1-4. 
Saturday— Rom.  8:  1-J3. 
.Sunday— Rom.  8:  14-28. 
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PRIVILEGES  OF  MEMBERSHIP  ix 
GOD'S  FAMILY. 

Section  2.— Lesson  2. 

Methodist  H.v,nn  Book.-Hymn  3,,; 

pared  by  S '"'''';?,''".''"?'«=■  P"- 
of  conquest      S'  .  **^  T'""'  •>>■  "Sh 

were  very  glad  "^^^'^^  ^"^  t^ev 

thing  happentg  J  Se  1^''^"^''"'"' 
people  coming  Into  our  country  ,„T-T 
many  other  connfr;-.   *         ^  *"*^  '°'o 

land  and  thevaTSf     ^'■°'"  ^"  "nknown 
tnej  are  not  srrong  at  all  but  very 
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weak,  and  yet  the  people  .who  occupy  the 
country  are  only  too  glad  to  welcome  them 
S^"'l»'""  f^«^»hing  they  have,  and 
that  "better  than  giving  it  up  because 
somebody  stronger  takes  it  away.    Perhaps 
you  have  guessed  who  these  strangers  are 
from  this  unknown  land.    The  baby  bovs 
and  girls,  who  when  they  come  into  this 
country   strange  to  them,  they  find  father 
and  mother,  and  big  brothers  and  sisters 
and  teachers  all  waiting  to  welcome  them' 
and  give  them  whatever  they  need  just  as 
soon  as  they  are  able  to  take  it.    Father 
and  mother  look  after  them  first,  but  thev 
could  not  do  much  for  them  if  it  were  not 
for  the  work  the  other  members  of  God's 
family  have  done  and  are  doing  to  help 
hem.    So  you  see  we  all  came  into  homes 
th^t  we  had   not   builded,  to   farms  and 
gardens  that  we  had  not  planted,  to  clothes 

getting.    That  is  what  is  meant  by  sayine 

we  are  the  "  heirs  of  the  ages."     Othe? 

E  Sif '''  ""^  ^'  ^^-  ^"*-^d  i"to 

Perhaps  your   father  and  mother   were 

hemselves  pioneers  going  out  into  the  big 
forests  to  hew  out  homes  and  farms  or  into 

he  great  lonely  prairies,  but  most  probably 
they  too  entered  into  somebody's  work  and 
•t  goes  back  and  back  until  there  is  no 
record  of  It.  In  this  and  in  older  countnes 
men  and  women  struggled  with  nature  and 
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fought  wild  beasts  and  savage  men  until 

hh"  ""V  ^..P'*"  «»^«  f°r  "«  to  live 
and  work;  till  roads  were  built;  till  cities 

wnln  P'  ""'^  Pk^"'  ^^'^^  ''"sy  ™«n  and 
women  were  able  to  make  things  to  help 

^f.'i"^^  !l!   ^'■""S^   **'<^  y«rs  men   have 
studied  the  ways  of  God  in  the  heavens 

thmgs  they  discovered  in  books  so  that  the 
record  should  not  be  lost.    Men  have  fough 
for  freedom,  and  the  right  to  speak  and 
thmk  the  thoughts  God  gave  them     Poets 
have  sung,  prophets,  seers  and  saints  have 
*^«»"}«1  and  lived  and  even  died  for  men 
and  all  the  wonder  and  marvel  of  it  is  here 
for  us  to-day.    Our  parents  tell  us  some! 
thing  about  It  and  we  go  to  school  toTy 
and  understand  more.     We  newcomers    o 
tius  wondrous  world  study  history,   read 
books   and  visit  the  great  things  men  bf 
yesterday  have  done  for  us.  but  It  the  bes 
we  do  not  begin   to  understand  all   the 

It  is  not  only  to  men  and  women  of 
yesterday  we  owe  so  much.  Surely  we 
are  indebted  also  to  the  living  who  aTe 
bearing  the  burden  and  the  heat  of  our 
own  day.    Did  you  ever  stop  to  think  how 
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God  answers  your  prayer  "Give  us  this 
day  our  daily  bread?"    Father  and  mother 
put  the  bread  on  the  table  but  back  of  them 
are  the  men  who  in  aU  weathers  prepare 
the   soil,    sow    the    seed,    and    then    wait 
patiently  till  the   time  comes   to  harv« 
Have  you  thought  of  the  men  who,  day  in 
?"ijl?:  °"%^atch  the  whirling  machiJer? 
m  the  big  mills  that  turn  the  wheat  to  flour? 
Have  you  thought  of  the  men  in  the  great 
bakeries    who,    through    the    night    under 
mtense  heat,  turn  the  flour  into  bread"   Or 

™.  f '  n'  T*"'"  "^^o  has  made  the 
sweet-smelmg  loaves  in  the  oven?  Have 
you  thought  of  the  men  who,  in    he  dark 

and    of    the  railway  men  who  brine  the 
fcH"*^  the  flour  and  the  coafSf  us' 
Well,  there  is  the  bread  free  for  the  asking 
It  has  cost  a  lot.    Have  you  earned  it?  ^' 
It  is  not  bread  only  that  comes  to  us 
n  this  way-the  way  of  human  cost  and 
labor  and   sacrifice.     All   things   dc^-the 
c  othes  we  wear-the  houses  we  live  in  and 
all  other  needful  things,  from  east  aniVest 
from  north  and  south,  from  all  counTries 
and  all  d.mates.  over  all  continents,  and 
across  all  seas  men  at  risk  and  cos     are 
gathering  the  things  for  us  that  make  ouj 
hves  so  pleasant  and  content,  and  all  thaf 

rS  °sL"''' Tff  *^'"  ^'  r  -^"^^d  in  reSm 
'?  to  say,     Thank  you,"  and  some  of  us 
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haven't    even    done   that.     All    these    are 
domg  our  Father's  work  in  the  family. 

But  it  is  not  only  these  material  things 
that  are  so  lovingly  offered  us.    There  are 
also  the  things  that  satisfy  the  mind  and 
spirit.     Men  have  been  and  are  wresting 
for  us  the  secrets  from  the  universe     All 
that  IS  covered  by  the  word  "  science,"  the 
forces  at  play  in  earth  and  sky,  God's  way 
of  domg  things,  and  the  great  laws  He  has 
written  into  the  world  all  around  us,  men, 
by  great  patience  and  much  perseverance' 
are  learning  for  us.    The  right  to  worship 
God  and  to  live  for  our  ideals  has  not  only 
been  won  for  us  by  the  heroes  and  martyrs 
of  the  past,  but  has  lately  been  struggled 
over  again  on  the  fields  of  battle.     Men 
our  brothers,  have  laid  down  their  lives 
by  thousands  to  preserve  for  us  the  great 
gitts  God  has  given  us,  not  more  acres,  but 
righteousness  and  justice  and  liberty 

Once  when  King  David  was  at  the  head 
of  a  band  of  outlaws  in  the  alkali  deserts 
near  the  Dead  Sea,  he  remembered  with 
lonpng  the  sparkling  water  from  the  well 
of  his  home  town  of  Bethlehem.  Three  of 
his  men  heard  their  chief's  desire  and  in 
spite  of  the  fact  that  the  Philistines  were 
beleaguering  the  town  they  went  through 
to  Bethlehem  and  returned  with  some  of 
the  precious  water.  When  David  knew 
what  they  had  done  he  was  shocked  that 
his  men  should  have  risked  their  lives  jmt 
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to  please  him,  and  he  would  not  drink  the 
water  but  instead  offered  it  to  Jehovah  as 
a  sacred  offering,  saying  "Is  not  this  the 
blood  of  men  who  went  in  jeopardy  of 
their  hves?"  David's  thought  was  right. 
Whatever  can  be  expressed  in  terms  of 
human  effort,  of  the  spending  of  human 
energy,  of  human  life,  is  sacred.  And  lives 
that  are  sustained  at  such  cost  are  sacred, 
too,  and  not  to  be  held  lightly  nor  lightly 
to  be  wasted,  so  that  it  now  becomes  to 
each  of  us  a  responsible  question— What 
will  we  do  with  our  lives  ? 

It  is  a  great  privilege  to  belong  to  God's 
human  family.  To  whom  so  much  is  given 
of  them,  surely,  much  will  be  required 


Prayer. 

tor  all  Thy  great  love  to  us  and  for  all  the 
thmgs  with  which  Thou  has  so  abundantly 
blessed  us.  We  ^hank  Thee  for  the  love 
of  father  and  mother,  of  brothers  and 
sisters,  and  for  the  love  of  those  men  and 
women  whose  labor  has  made  it  possible 
for  our  parents  and  friends  to  provide  for 
us  things  needful  ror  the  body  and  the 
soul  We  thank  Thee  for  those  who  have 
faithfully  lived  and  trustfully  died  and  for 
those  who  stand  in  jeopardy  of  their  lives 
between  us  and  danger.  May  we  under- 
stand with  the  Master  that  our  lives  are 
4."; 
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given  us  not  to  save,  but  to  serve.  May 
we  accept  our  place  in  the  family  with 
both  Its  privileges  and  its  responsibilities 
and  to  this  end  may  we  strive  earnestly 
to  prepare  ourselves  so  that  we  may  always 

th/!n-  ^/°/t^'  '"■^•"  °^  °"^  fellows,  in 
the  spirit  of  Jesus. 

Amen. 
Scripture  Readings  for  the  Week. 
^""parel^'"''  ^'  3-'5-Entering  into  things  pre- 
^"'&:^°''   '•    "-'8-Going  before   brethren 

Wednesday-Heb.     i:     32-40-Great     men     and 
women  of  the  past. 

_  coming  of  a  child. 

thli51^^/;^'"'^Y"'"'  °^  the  world  at 
the  foot  of  the  new-born  child 

iia^'"''    ^''    '4-i7-Youth's    heritage    of 

Swiday-Isa.  11 :  i-io-The  hope  of  to-day  in  the 
promise  of  to-morrow. 
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OBLIGATIONS  OF  MEMBERSHIP  IN 
GOD'S  FAMILY. 

Section  2— Lesson  3. 

Methodis.  Hymn  Book.— Hymn  360. 

Almost  all  the  young  of  the  lower  forms 
ot  animal  life  need  no  care  and  receive 
none.     The  young  of  the  oyster,  the  fish, 
and  most  of  the  reptiles  have  no  care  spent 
upon  them.    They  are  left  from  the  first 
to  shift  for  themselves.     When  we  come 
to  higher  forms  of  life  the  parents  begin 
to  sacrifice  themselves  for  the  tood  of  their 
little  ones.    The  little  callow  things  in  the 
birds    nests  receive  and  need  much  care. 
The  young  of  the  wolf  and  the  deer,  the 
elephant  and  the  buffalo,  are  protected  and 
rained  by  their  parents  in  the  many  things 
they  will  need  to  know  when  they  take 
their  place  m  the  herd. 

The  most  helpless  little  one,  needing 
more  care  and  more  training  than  any  other 
because  it  is  of  more  worth  and  is  to  live 
a  larger  life  than  any  other,  is  the  human 
baby  The  care  and  work  and  training  of 
the  home,  of  the  school,  the  community, 
and  the  national  life  are  needed  to  bring 
the  human  child  into  his  full  heritage.  The 
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animal  has  little  schooling,  but  the  boy 
or  girl  has  to  learn  the  use  of  many  tools 
and  master  many  thoughts  and  many  words. 

dutvfnH'"i  °"  ^'T'''  "^^'  and  wrong, 
duty  and  pleasure,  has  to  be  learned.  The 
worthy  .deals  of  his  race,  such  as  honor 
tair  play,  goodness  and  mercy  have  to  bc- 

IZlfl^"  ^^f^^  ^''  ^°"'-  ^'  '""«'  know 
something  of  h.s  own  nature  and  of  his 
duty  and  his  destiny.    Extended  is  the  pre 

cMd  ?f"  J^''?  I  '■"'^"'^^^  ^y  *he  human 
child  if  he  IS  to  become  a  worthy  member 

The  all  wise  Father  in  Heaven  has  olan 

be  well  begun  He  first  places  the  child  in  a 
home  where  duty  and  love  prepare  a  wel- 

reaX  for  r^^"^  '°  "^'^^  fhe  parSs 
ready  for  the  anxiety  and  care  the  little 
hfe  needs.  Through  sickness  and  health 
'"  ^''VT'  "P  *°  ^^^  fi'-st  school  days  and 
beyond,  the  service  of  the  parents  is^given 

IVlnTl  ''?•  ^''^  '°''  °f  ^°°d,  doth" 
mg,  and  schooling  are  won  by  their  labor 
and  given  to  the  children  until  thev  are 
ty  *°  ,d°  their  share  of  the  worlSUk 
and  establish  homes  of  their  own 

sniri?«f''^  ^"""T^  saturated  with  the 
spmt  of  our  nation  and   are  henceforth 

thaf  aluh;  ^"  \T  ^''^''  ''""^y  ^'  '^""ed 

tion  to  make  our  home  possible  and  indeed 
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our  very  being.  The  citizens  of  Canada 
have  passed  and  enforced  the  laws  which 
protect  our  homes  and  keep  life  and  pro- 
perty safe.  Schools  and  churches  have  been 
binlt  for  our  advantage.  The  commerce 
of  the  world  daily  lays  its  tribute  at  our 
feet.  So  from  the  first  the  young  child 
IS  placed  under  obligation  not  only  to 
parents  and  brothers  and  sisters  but  also 

fdlowmr''  °'  ''^  ''''''  ^^'"■'^  °^  °- 
We  should  reward  our  parents  for  their 
care  by  lovmg  consideration  and  respect 
Love  demands  fair  play  and  the  exchange 
of.  lovmg  services  among  the  members  of 
the  home.  But  what  shall  be  our  attitude 
toward  these  wider  obligations  to  the  mem- 
bers of  our  race-the  family  of  God? 
bhould  we  plan  to  live  for  our  own  advant- 
age chiefly,  or  should  we  constantly  seek 
to  prepare  ourselves  to  fulfil,  in  worthv 
service  these  wider  obligations  ?  "  He  that 
loveth  his  life,  loseth  it!"  said  Jesus  He 
regarded  the  selfish  life  as  the  lost  life- 
not  worth  the  living. 

All  our  virtues  are  social  and  they  be- 
come ours,  not  by  instruction  and  prayer 
alone,  but  chiefly  by  example  and  practice 
Kind  and  straightforward  and  considerate 
treatment  of  parents  and  brothers  and 
sisters  develops  in  us  the  kind  and  honest 
and  courteous  soul.  By  practice  these 
qualities  become  part  of  us.  In  the  home 
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with  its  loving  social  atmosphere  we  find 

he  best  conditions  for  learning  and  pfac- 

tismg    he  virtues  which  afterward  make 

men'otn'sr  "^^^"'  --«  or'wabl 
men  of  public  worth  and  private  honor 

the  home  are  helped  to  do  well  also  If 
one  does  ill.  all  suffer.  We  owe  o  mS^h  to 
our  parents  and  to  each  other  thSby  a 

tSeT  DJr°^  f  "?^''°"  ^^  ^'«=  bound  to 
therm  Duty  is  what  is  due.  What  we  ought 
to  do  we  owe  to  do.  How  can  we  ever Tv 
«/^fr*  ^^^'^    Instinctively   among  a^ 

anothef  IV'^  °'  °'';^^^'°"  in'^one Tl  o 
another  have  been  acknowledged 

What  are  the  duties  the  members  owe  to 

each  other-    We  feel  that  eveTy  one  has  a 

wf5  s  of  «cV?*^.^l!  ^^■"^*'-)  •  "^at    h 
7n^hl-         ^J"  ^^""'"^  ^^  supplied  according 

'L^hf  ''"^'  ^""^  '^'  the  law  should  bf 
each  for  au  an^  all  for  each"  Ainelic  u 

ness);  that  the  injury^^r^ic^nisrof  £ 

al  anJthr''^'^'^"''^?^  '"^^  <^°nce",  o 
«hn.!M  u ^-  ^^""^  '^  "nder  obligation   and 

it^sifremrfr^f^irtb^^ 

good  (Brotherhood).  ^^^  ''°'"'"°° 

"Speak  every  man  truth  with  his  neigh- 
bor for  we  are  members  one  of  another  " 
wrote  St.  Paul,  but  if  the  decek  ofTe  lie 
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and  the  distrust  it  produces  makes  family 
life  of  the  best  kind  impossible,  it  will  act  as 
injuriously  in  business  and  in  the  larger  af- 
fairs of  the  world.  If  among  the  nations, 
no  word  of  honor  or  signed  treaty  can  be 
trusted,  safety  and  peace  cannot  endure. 
The  men  whose  word  is  as  good  as  their 
bond  are  the  salt  of  the  earth  and  the  stabil- 
ity of  their  times.  If  lying  is  injurious  to 
the  noblest  life  of  a  group  because  of  the 
close  interlinking  of  human  lives,  then  we 
nave  a  natural  reason  for  the  laws  of  God. 
Our  Father's  commands  are  not  arbitrary 
enactments,  but  are  the  rules  in  the  observ- 
ance of  which  individuals  and  nations  may 
secure  for  themselves  the  greatest  human 
benefit  and  the  noblest  life  of  all. 

We  are  members  one  of  another,  there- 
fore selfishness  and  fraud  are  as  hurtful 
as  the  lie.  The  member  of  the  family  who 
grabs  more  than  his  share  of  the  desirable 
things  because  he  has  the  power,  cannot 
enter  the  Kingdom  of  Brotherhood,  and 
makes  good  family  life  impossible.  If  he 
wins  and  gives  no  adequate  return  in  the 
loving  commerce  of  the  home,  he  commits 
a  wrong,  and  if  he  uses  unfair  and  deceit- 
iul  ways,  family  life  and  brotherly  relations 
are  doomed. 

Safety  and  justice  and  mercy  alike  de- 
mand, as  the  law  of  the  family,  the  com- 
munity, and  the  nation,  the  new  command- 
ment, "Love  your  neighbor  as  yourself." 
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What  you  demand  as  your  rights  allow  to 
be  the  rights  of  others.  See  that  none  of 
your  brothers  fail  of  the  privileges  you 
Sh  °;  ^f  ""''^  "^'  y«  ^°"Jd  that  men 
A,  mi  Jk  *°  ^f "  t°  y"  "^"  '°  to  them." 
As  members  of  a  home,  as  citizens,  as  na- 
tions, we  fulfil  the  law  of  Christ  when  we 

ti^JT.^'"'^^"'^''"^^"'  *"d  the  infirmi- 
ties of  the  weak  become  the  care  of  the 

Z7^;u  T^'  ^'T  «^  t'"^  home  are  to  be 
made  the  laws  of  the  nation  and  the  world 

rh^^^-  "i""^  ^^  *™  <^*"ed  to  become 

champions  and  crusaders  for  the  new  order. 
Are  we  ready,  honestly,  to   face  the  obli- 

TgZ?  r^"'^"'u\'''  '^^  S^^^t  family 
deat^^nH  ?"  ""^  ?'  '''™"  ^^'thful  unto 
death  and  can  we  do  our  part  to  "fill  ud" 
for  our  day  and  generation  (Col.  i :  24  R?v. 
Version)  "that  which  is  lacking  of  the 
afflictions  of  Christ "?  Many  wrongs  ex  J 
many  injustices  cry  to  Heaven,  the  tSnt  and 

world    V«    '•"  '"^  'l"^^''""^  ^'^  i^  the 
<^wu  °  V^  '^^"'^  the  words  of  Tesus 

anTf^oC^f.^  ^:  '^''  ^^'^^^'^  "°t  hisiroS 
dple."  ^  *"■  "*^'  '^^""°*  he  my  dis- 

Praykr. 
We  thank  Thee,  Oh  Father  God,  for  the 

h^^A  I"    ^°°^  ?^'^"*'  ^ho  through  child- 
hood have  cared  for  us,  whose  many  acts 
of  sacrifice  and  love  hav'e  made  oTr  homes 
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so  comforting.  May  we  in  our  games,  in 
our  school  work,  and  in  our  homes,  learn 
to  treat  everyone  with  fairness  and  to  do 
our  duty  m  every  way.  Help  us  to  train 
ourselves  for  noble,  valiant  service  in  ?Ic 
days  to  come.     We  thank  Thee  for  the 

HvfAt"  ^^'^  "*".  *"'*  *«'"="  whose 
l^nA  T  "u""^"  "'  ^°^  "oble  it  is  to  be 
good     Teach  us  to  be  kind  and  true  in  all 

Thv  rriL".^'  °"''^''''  ^"°^^^'  «"^  with  all 
brance  of  how  much  we  owe  others  and  of 
now  much  we  owe  especially  to  Thee  O 
Heavenly  Father.    Amen.  ^n«,  u 

ScRiPTuHE  Readings  for  the  Week. 
Monday-Mark  ,2:  28-34-The  Preacher's  Que,- 
^""pathTr^""-  '"'■  3'-4^The  Judgment  of  the 
'^''a"ffl7°'"-  ''•■  '-^Deceit  and  Greed  in 
""""broth";;!''"-  ""■  30-4^Fraud  separate, 
Friday-Rom.   13:  M(v-Love  the   fulfilment  of 

'■"'"net^Io^r""'  '"  ^^"^^"^^  ^^hbor  or  I  a 
^""vfrtiTe'    ^°'-    ''■    '-'3-Love    the    supreme 
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TRAINING  TO  SERVE  THE  FAMILY 
Section  2.— Lbsson  4. 

Methodist  Hymn  Book.— Hymn  409. 

Since  you  have  agreed  to  undertake  the 
duties  and  responsibilities  suggested  to  you 
in  the  previous  lessons,  it  will  be  necessary 
for  you  to  prepare  by  careful  training,  to 
ta^  your  proper  place  in  the  world's  work. 
Ihe  whole  life  of  Jesus  was  an  example 
to  the  world  that  serving  men  and  women 
IS  the  great  end  of  our  being.    We  are  here 
to  do  the  most  we  can  for  mankind,  the 
family  of  God.    In  all  of  us  there  are  pow- 
ers which  must  be  exercised  so  that  they 
may  one  day  be  useful.     Powers  of  our 
bodies,  of  our  minds,  of  our  feelings  and 
wills  or  spirits.  It  has  also  been  discovered 
that  we  need  to  exercise  and  develop  all 
these  powers  together— or  they  will  all  be 
found  defective  later.     That  is— we  need 
strong  well-developed  bodies,  and  we  also 
need  strong  well-trained   minds    to  direct 
and  control  the  actions  of  these  bodies   If 
we  have  strong  bodies  and  untrained  minds, 
tne  strong  body  can  never  be  used  to  do  its 
best  service  in  life  or  if  we  have  fine  minds 
and  puny  and  unhealthy  bodies,  the  mind 
and  spirit  must  be  hindered  through  life. 
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In  youth  wc  can  choose  largely  whether 
we  will  have  a  fully  developed  body,  mind 
and  spirit.  This  can  only  be  accomplished 
by  careful  training  and  can  only  be  done  in 
yoMth.  So  as  youth  is  the  time,  let  us  study 
tor  one  lesson  how  we  can  train  to  serve 
Zo'r'H  t\^'"'^  Christian  man  and  wo- 
man should  hope  to  serve,  and  let  us  all  de- 

Jowers^*  **"  '^'"  ^"^^  ""'^^  *"  ""'•  '""^'"^^ 
VVe  will  study  these   principles   of    our 
training  under  three  divisions : 

(i)  The  mortal  part  of  «j— that  which 
dies--Mj?  body.  The  body  is  the  house  in 
which  the  mind  and  spirit  lives.  It  is  also 
the  marvelous  instrument  which  the  mind 
must  use  to  work  its  will.  It  is  an  instru- 
ment which  IS  built  by  us  day  by  day  as  it 
grows.  During  this  period  of  growth  won- 
derful things  can  be  done  toward  making 
the  instrument  beautiful  and  strong.  Every 
normal  boy  may  be  a  strong  man.  Every 
normal  girl  may  have  a  healthy  and  beauti- 
ful body.  This  will  be  possible  for  you  by 
obeying  three   of   our    Heavenly  Father's 

S  "  ''^'*^  °*  *''^  ^"""^n 

Good  food— regular  and  sufficient  rest- 
plenty  of  exercise  in  the  open  air— and  a 
tourth  and  negative  law— avoiding  all  phy- 
sical habits  that  tend  to  weaken  or  hann 
tne  body. 

First  as  to  food.— Eat  plenty  of  plain, 
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wholesome  food,  taken  at  regular  times. 
Avoid  over-eatmg  and  eating  foods  that 
are  not  nourishing.    Drink  plenty  of  pure 

ZT.'~''u'  """''  natural  beverage  and 
has  never  been  surpassed  as  a  health  river 

^m^^f  r'f  "^  '^"■"'^^  f°^  those  wh?  put 
a  moment  s  pleasure  before  a  lifetime's  joy 

sieS  n';;?''^^  ^"""^^s  ^"y  °^  sin  should 

sleep   nme   hours    of   every    twentv-four 
Sleep  should  be  taken  in  the^pen  afr.and 

b?wel  \ir.'^''°"  P''^''^'^'  '^'  ^°°'"  should 
be  well  aired-never  mind  the  cold,  put  on 

Sows  wr '''  '°^"^  ^'^^  "p^*^  ^•'^  -•" 

Daily  physical  exercise  is  necessarv  if 

y'o°u"  r  Si''^  ''^''''y  -^  stronrSh 
you  get  this  exercise  as  work  or  as  plav 
be  sure  that  you  take  plenty  of  it   and  as 
far  as  possible  out  of  doors.  The  colt  reared 

;rorg°pi^rs^^°^^«^'^-°^-'i^' 

fhSl  1*"°""^^  u  ^°"^'^  ^^  fo"y  to  observe 
II I  ^T'^P^  ^'^y  ''"'■'ding  and  then  undo 

theSat°h"Th°/  f  '^^'''  whichdesTroy 

abstain  frn  J  °''''  '^"^^"^  '^^'  y°"  ^i" 

aostain  from  every  practice  which  mi?ht 

o"r'"mar'T  T"^'  °^  '^'  "'•"^  ^nd  Tj^S 
ci.  ^  !u'  *lf  "*y-  Avoid  as  you  would 
clnTs  ^i:  f  ,^«*™^tive  habils-intox' 
cants,  narcotic  drugs,  including  thecigar- 
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(2)  The  Mind.~The    ancients    consid- 
«^^  wisdom  the  greatest  of  the  virtues 
Mmd  is  the  instrument  of  wisdom."    One 
great   question   in   every   climbing   life   is 
•  °.^.."J1  ^  'mprove  the  powers  of  my 
mmd?      Even  a  beautiful  and  strong  body 
seems  like  a  ridiculous  thing  if  it  is  not 
tenanted  by  a  clear,  strong  mind.    For  the 
Canadian  boy  or  girl  the  answer  is  easy 
Ihere  are  many  agencies  to  help  you— the 
school,  the  collefee,  the  books  at  home,  the 
church,  or  the  public  library,  and  boys  and 
girls  organized   as  groups  in  the  Sunday 
bchools  and  the  Epworth  Leagues. 

It  is  estimated  that  even  a  first  year  in 
the  High  School  is  equal  to  an  investment 
on  your  behalf  of  $6,000  at  five  per  cent. 
That  IS  its  value  to  your  future  earning 
power.    Nobody  can  estimate  its  value  to 
your  future  as  an  effective  Christian  citizen 
Be  careful  of  your  school  privileges— make 
the  most  of  them.    Good  reading  cannot  be 
overestimated.   Nor  can  reading  of  unwhole- 
some, misleading  and  obscene  books  be  too 
strongly  condemned.  In  addition,  every  bov 
or  girl  should  resolve  that  his  or  her  mind 
is  to  be  the  home  of  only  worthy  and  noble 
thoughts.    All  kinds  of  thoughts  may  pass 
through  our  minds,  but  it  is  only  those 
which  become  permanent  residents  which 
count  for  much.     Make  the  highest  and 
best  thoughts  the  permanent  residents  of 
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W^r'"^!  ^°M.*^  weakening  and  debas- 
ing thoughts  will  not  stay  long 

ft,  ^^1?-  '[''"'^^'y  *''^  spirit  Power.— Ma.n  is 
the  highest  of  all  God's  creatures  because 
in  greatest  measure  he  has  such  wonderful 
powers  of  spirit,  as  feeling,  emotion,  will 
conscience.  It  is  these  that  make  him  mas- 
^L  °\,  "matures  much  more  powerful  in 
body  than  himself-and  that  distinguish 
him  from  all  other  living  things  ^ 
^v^^"  ^^'  ^  conscience.  Conscience,  how- 

How  can  I  train  these  Higher  Powers? 

,h.^  V?!-"y^'S,y°"'"  spirit  powers  by  wor- 
ship of  God.  The  church  service  vdth  ks 
hymns  and  music,  its  prayer  and  reJ^re„ce 

uSed  \f  ^  "^^  '"*  ^^^P  whicTcan  S 

=7^LSer-S:rmos?attrt 

Hf^bve^XT  '^^^  *°  ''  with  fhe'spfr  t' 

chJrch^nlf^jf"'^  ""^''I'J'  '«^"«»  of  the 
cfturch  and  home  provide  the  best  means 
for  development  and  training  of  f 


spirit  powers. 
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Then  also  there  is  the  devotional  reading 
of  the  Bible  and  other  helpful  books  and 
private  prayer.  Thousands  of  boys  and 
girls  in  Canada  are  under  pledge  before 
they  go  out  into  the  day's  work  or  play,  to 
read  a  portion  of  the  Scripture  every  morn- 
ing and  ask  God  to  help  them  be  strong  and 
true  throughout  the  day.  They  call  it 
Keeping  the  Morning  Watch."  This  is  a 
most  helpful  practice.    Will  you  not  adopt 

The  great  poets  and  artists  have  much 
to  give  of  spiritual  help  to  the  boy  or  girl 
who  studies  them. 

But  most  important— you  will  learn  to 
grow  m  spirit  power  by  actually  doing  the 
right,  and  serving  in  every  way  you  can  to 
meet  the  needs  of  those  about  you— in  the 
home— m  the  church— and  in  the  commun- 
ity where  you  live. 


Prayer. 

W«i  present  to  Thee,  O  God.  our  Heaven- 
ly Father,  our  bodies,  that  they  may  be 
trained  and  made  strong  and  useful  to 
work  for  Thee.  Bless,  we  pray  Thee,  our 
intellects,  that  we  may  ieam  from  day  to 
day  to  think  Thy  thoughts  and  so  grow 
wise.  Breathe  into  us  hour  by  hour  the 
spirit  of  Jesus,  that  in  love  for  each  other 
and  all  mankind  we  may  seek  to  save  in 
body,  mind  and  spirit,  Thy  children  everv- 
where.    Ambn.  ' 
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Scripture  Readings  for  the  Week. 

Monday— I  Cor.  9:  24-27 

luesday-i   Cor.  3:  16-23. 

Wednesday-Luke  10:  27;    Prov.  9:   i-,o. 

Thursday-Eph.  3:   14-21. 

Friday— Psl.  27:  4. 

Saturday— Luke  22:  24-27. 

Sunday— Rom.  12:  1-5.   jno.  13:  13-J7 
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Section  3.— Lesson  i. 

what  it  is  and  what  it  is  for. 

Methodist  Hymn  Book.— Hymn  196. 

We  are  told  in  the  Gospels  that  Jesus 
began  His  public  ministry  by  telling  people 
that  the  Kingdom  of  God,  which  all  their 
prophets  had  taught  them  to  expect,  and 
for  which  they  were  looking,  was  at  hand. 
This  Kingdom.Jesus  said,  was  not  an  order 
of  things  founded  on  force,  with  a  crowned 
king  at  its  head  and  supported  by  armies 
and  navies.    Rather  it  was  made  up  of  all 
those  who  accept  the  truth,  that  as  God  is 
the  one  Father  we  are  all  members  of  His 
family,  and  therefore  our  aim  must  be  to 
serve  one  another  in  love,  each  seeking  the 
good  of  all,  and  all  striving  for  the  good  of 
each.    Jesus  knew  that  if  men  and  women 
would  only  see  this  great  truth  and  respond 
to  It,  takmg  their  place  in  the  family  of  the 
loving  Father,  and  making  service  and  co- 
operation the  guiding  principle  of  their  ac- 
tons, everything  would    be    transformed. 
The  evils  of  the  world  which  come  from 
selfishness  and  greed  and  pride,  and  which 
alienate  people  from  God  and  from  one  an- 
other, would  pass  away  and  the  Kingdom 
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of  Heaven  would  be  realized  increasingly, 
for  It  comes  just  as  we  learn  to  do  God's 
will  on  earth  as  it  is  done  in  Heaven. 
"Jh^  '^*'.  ^K  wonderful    message    or 
good  news"   which   Jesus    proclainied  to 
men      Repent  or  change  your  attitude  of 
mmd  and  hfe.    He  said:  Turn  from  way- 
wardness and  selfishness  and,  like  a  little 
chUd,  give  God,  your  Father,  your  heart's 
love  and  trust.    See  in  the  people  about  you 
your  brothers  and   your   sisters,   and  find 
your  happiness  in  living  to  serve  and  help 
theni.     This  loving  rule  of  the  Father  in 
kL«a         °y°<="-*is,  Jesus  said,  is  the 
Kingdom  of  Heaven.  It  is  at  hand,  enter  it 

To  establish  this  Kmgdom  m  the  world, 
Jesus  did  everything  in  His  power  He 
manifested  the  spirit  of  the  Father  and 
Illustrated  the  beauty  of  the  law  of  love 
and  service  in  His  own  gracious  life.  He 
taught  Its  principles  in  the  parables  or 
stones  we  love  so  well,  and  at  last  willingly 

iw  rlT  ?"  ''^^*.**  '"'="  "^'Sht  know 
that  God  is  love  and  that  love  is  ever  will- 
ing to  suffer  for  others. 

Before  returning  to  the   Father,   Jesus 
gathered  a  group  of  men  around  Him  in 

Si"  V-  "2*™*=*  ^^  "  *e  truths  of 
000  8  Kingdom,  to  mspire  them  with  Hit 

«l"u'  '"*  *!!'  ^'^  them  to  carry  on  the 

work     "As  die  Father  hath  sent  me,"  He 

said,    e>-en  so  send  I  you."    Go  and  win 
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mai  everywhere  to  this  way  of  thinking 
and  hving,  and  thus  make  real  the  loving 
rule  of  God  in  the  life  of  the  world  around 
you. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  what  we  call 
the  Christian  Church.    There  was  at  first 
no  organization  or  machinery  of  any  kind. 
They  were  just  a  company  of  people  living 
the  Jesus  way  and  trying  to  get  others  to 
Jive  that  way  also.     For  some  time  they 
continued  to  worship  in  the  Temple  as  be- 
fore, but  at  last,  as  the  work  grew,  they 
were  led  by  the  Spirit  of  God  to  separate 
from  the  temple  worship,  and  Christianity 
became  a  world  religion,  establishing   so- 
cieties, or  churches,  everywhere.    And  all 
down  through  the  centuries  those  who  have 
felt  and  yielded  to  the  spirit  of  the  living 
Christ    have    taken    their    places    in    the 
Church  that  m  its  fellowship  they  mieht 
jom  in  the  worship  of  the  Father  and  in 
the  service  of  their  fellowmen. 

Thus  we  see  the  purpose  for  which  the 
Church  came  into  being.  We  meet  together 
for  public  worship  that  our  inner  life  may 
be  strengthened  and  enriched  through  com- 
munion with  the  Father.  We  all  feel  our 
need  of  this.  Indeed,  the  longing  or  desire 
u      J  ""  '^O'nmunion  with  God  is 

the  deepest  impulse  or  instinct  of  our 
natures.  "As  the  hart  panteth  after  the 
waterbrooks,"  cries  the  Psalmist,  "to 
panteth  my  soul  after  Thee,  O  God."  "  My 
6.^ 
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soul  is  athirst  for  God,  even  the  living 
God.  Wherever  we  go,  to  whatever  land 
or  people,  we  find  this  deep  desire  expres- 
sing Itself  in  some  form  of  worship.  From 
this  we  learn  that  there  is  something  within 
us  that  is  akin  to  God  and  which  turns  to 
Ilim  for  satisfaction  and  fulfilment.  And 
we  delight  in  the  privilege  of  public  worship 
because  it  provides  the  opportunity  for 
giving  expression  to  the  love,  the  adoration 
and  gratitude  of  our  hearts. 

In  his  conversation  with  the  woman  of 
Samaria  ^Jesus  said,  "  God  is  a  spirit  and 
they  that  worship  Him  must  worship  Him 
in  spirit  and  in  truth,  for  the  Father  seeketh 
such    to    worship    Him."     We    are    thus 
reminded  that  we  seek  God  because  He  is 
seeking  us.     To  remember  this  gives  us 
great  joy  and  confidence.    That  God  is  a 
spirit  means  that  He  cannot  be  localized 
or  confined    to   particular   places.     "The 
Most  High  dwelleth  not  in  temples  made 
with   hands,"  that   is.   it  is   not  alone   i 
churches  that  we  may  find  and  worship 
Him.     The  holy,  loving  pres-^nce  of  God 
IS  everywhere.    And  wherever  we  are  we 
may  lift  up  our  hearts  to  Him.    But  wor- 
ship reaches  its  most  helpful  expression 
when  It  IS  the  blending  of  many  hearts 
and  voices  in  adoring  praise.     Then,  too, 
when  we  pray,  we  say.  "  Our  Father."  and 
our  meeting  together  helps  us  to  under- 
stand that  we  arc  all  His  children  and  mem- 
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bers  one  of  another.  It  also  greatly  enriches 
our  own  experiences  to  have  this  fellow- 
ship with  others. 

.  But  not  alone  for  worship  do  we  asso- 
ciate together  in  the  life  of  the  church.  The 
early  followers  of  Jesus  were  called  "  dis- 
ciples which  rneans  learners.  "  Learn  of 
me  Jesus  said.  They  needed  to  be  in- 
structed and  taught  that  in  the  knowledge 
of  the  truth  their  own  lives  would  grow 
and  they  would  better  understand  what 
God  would  have  them  do.    Likewise  we  go 

ur  \  *'"'?i'^''   ^^^  ^^""^y  of   God's   Holy 

enough  but  they  lack  an  intelligent  under- 
standing of  what  it  really  means  to  be  a 
Christian  and  are  therefore  not  doing  for 
God  what  they  might  do.  The  Bible  is 
our  text-book  on  religion,  and  charter  of 

w  Jj,M  "^^  ^'  .^^  '^^"^  to  understand  it 
nghtly  and  make  its  truth  our  own,  we  come 
more  and  more  to  have  the  mind  of  Christ 
and  are  fitted  for  the  largest  usefulness 

For,  let  us  never  lose  sight  of  the  fact 
that  our  great  aim  and  purpose  is  to  extend 

wnrM  "fr  u°^  '*"'■  ^*'^"  throughout  the 
world.  The  help  we  get  from  the  preach- 
ing and  teaching  of  the  church,  from  our 
hymns  and  prayers,  and  fellowship  with 
one  another,  is  all  to  be  translated  into 
ser^'ice.  The  Gospel  or  «  good  news  "  m^S 
be  taken  everywhere,  to  all  lands  and 
6.S 
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peoples.  We  must  try  to  get  men  and 
women  to  live  the  Jesus  way  in  their  homes, 
in  their  business,  and  in  everything.  As 
members  of  the  church,  we  must,  Hite  our 
Master,  live  to  serve,  giving  ourselves  in 
lovmg,  unselfish  service  to  the  work  of 
building  up  the  Kingdom  of  our  Father, 
that  His  will  may  be  done  on  earth  as  it  is 
m  Heaven. 


Pkaysr. 

Our  lo|ving  Heavenly  Father,  we  thank 
Thee  for  the  gift  of  Thy  Son,  for  the  truth 
He  taught,  and  for  the  life  He  lived,  frag- 
rant and  beautiful  in  unselfishness  and 
service. 

We  thank  Thee  for  the  men  and  women 
who  m  all  places  have  caught  His  spirit, 
and  who  m  following  His  example  have 
helped  to  build  up  Thy  Kingdom  on  the 
earth. 

We  thank  Thee  for  Thy  church,  for  the 
sacred  heritage  it  has  brought  to  us,  and 
for  Its  fellowship  of  love  and  service  which 
we  are  privileged  to  enjoy.  Make  us  worthy 
of  a  place  in  its  life  and  labors,  and  grant 
that  through  its  membership  we  may  come 
more  and  more  to  know  and  love  Thee 
and  to  have  a  larger  place  in  the  work  of 
Thy  Son,  in  whose  name  and  spirit  we  pray. 

Akbk. 
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ScMPTUKe  Rbadings  fob  thk  Wekk. 

Tuesday-a  Chron  6:  la-ai-A  prayer  for  God'i 

Fnday-Rom.   i^-WorsVp  a.  service 

''' «  Wve.^"""  ^=  .-Uod'.re  teaching 

Sunday-Matt,  38:  16-ao-Our  tosk. 
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THE  STORY  OF  THE  METHODIST 
CHURCH. 

Section  3.— Lesson  2. 

Methodist  Hymn  Book. — Hymn  37a. 

As  we  have  seen  iti  a  previous  chapter, 
the  Christian  church  was  established  by 
Jesus  Christ  and  is  composed  of  all  those 
who  tnlst  and  follow  Him. 

All  through  the  history  of  the  church 
some  members  have  held  different  opinions 
from  others  on  matters  of  doctrine  and 
government,  and  so  there  were  formed 
small  societies  of  Christians,  which  have 
grown  into  large  denominations,  such  as 
the  Anglican,  Presbyterian,  Congregational, 
Baptist  and  the  Methodist  churches. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  eighteenth  cen- 
tury there  was  a  period  of  unbelief  in  Eng- 
land, which  affected  the  whole  nation.  A 
large  number  of  the  wealthy  people  were 
frivolous  and  careless,  the  lower  classes 
were  vicious  and  criminal,  and  many  of 
the  ministers  of  religion  were  indifferent, 
or  had  lost  heart  in  their  efforts  to  convert 
the  people.  About  the  middle  of  the  cen- 
tury a  few  godly  men  became  deeply 
anxious  concerning  the  spiritual  condition 
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of    themselves    and    those    about    them. 
Among  these  were  George  Whitfie'd  and 
John  and  Charles  Wesley.     Through  the 
preachmg  of  John  Wesley  thousands  were- 
converted,  and  were  formed  into  societies 
in  the  villages  and  towns.    As  it   -  as  im- 
possible for  one  man  to  look  u  ..r  these 
societies,  Wesley  appointed  lea  :  r,  1 1  cave 
for  their  spiritual  welfare,  .-.;-i   ^.r^srUcrj 
to  travel  all  over  the  country     -  lariup  t'l'' 
message  of  the  Gospel,  and   tt,-  s    ).'";ir, 
what  became  finally  the  M"  'lorlis    C  i;trc:i. 
In  the  latter  part  of  the    rSt*    -i  tury 
there     was     considerable     emigration     u 
America,    and    among    them    w;.-.-    many 
Methodists,  who  carried  their  faith   with 
them,  and  of  these  Barbara  Heck,  Philip 
Embuor,  and  Captain  Webb  established  the 
First  Methodist  Society  in  New  York  in 
1766.    Two  years  later  a  church  was  built 
in  that  city,  and  in  1769  John  Wesley  seni 
out  Richard  Boardman  and  Joseph  Pilmoor 
as  the  first  missionaries  of  the  Methodist 
Churdi.    In  1771  he  sent  Richard  Wright 
and  Francis  Asbury,  the  latter  becoming 
the  great  itinerant  and  worthy  Bishop  of 
the  American  Methodist  Church.    Through 
his  arduous  labors  and  those  of  his  fellow- 
workers  and  successors,  the  denomination 
made  so  great  progress  that  it  is  now  the 
largest  Protestant  Church  on  the  western 
continent. 
About  the  same  time  one  of  Wesley's 

69 


THE  YOUNG  CHURCH-MEMBER 

»hi^^][?  !H^  ^"  ^^y  *°  Newfoundland, 
where  Methodism  was  unknown,  and  the 
sad  spmtual  condition  of  the  hardy  folks 

iffni'  f  °'^^  •'"^""'^  ''™  to  strenuous 
efforts  for  their  conversion.  After  three 
years   of   great   discouragement   he    was 

revival  broke  out  and  there  were  many 
conversions.  ^ 

In  the  year  1772  a  number  of  people 
from  Yorkshire,  England,  emigrated  to 
Nova  Scotia,  among  whom  also  were  many 
Methodists.  They  held  prayer  meetings  il 
the  homes  of  the  settlers  and  a  gracious 
revival  followed  in  1779.  when  WtTBack 

the  people  and  soon  after  felt  called  to 
preach.  Later  he  organized  the  converts 
into  a  church.    With  the  comi..  of  thou! 

Siml  P"' -"^  ^"P^  L°y^"^*«  to  the 
Maritime  Provmces,  the  need  of  mission- 

f "f^  \f  ^""^y  f*='*  ^"<1  Wm.  BlaS  wSt 

at  the  Blh?*^"*'  '^i  '^f  ^""^^  StaTes  -d 
nl  i^L  ^''""•"■'^  Conference  in   1784  he 
pleaded  so  earnestly  that  Dr    Coke  com 
missioned  two  ordaLed  ministe^VrS-" 
son  and  Cromwell,  to  go  there. 
Methodism  in  Lower  Canada  began  under 

tte  S  R^°*  l^^!'y-  ^  Commissai^  of 
the  44th  Regiment,   in   Quebec,   in   1780 

BritYK  ^"'"''"  Major  Geo.  Neal  J/S, 

British  Amy  took  an  officer's  grant  of 

land  m  1786  on  the  Niagara  f  ronS  and 
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began  to  preach  to  his  neighbors.     Two 
years  later,  two  laymen  named  Lyons  and 
McCarty   labored   in   the    Bay  of   Quinte 
settlements,  and  in  1774  among  the  Palatine 
families  who  came  from  the  United  States 
and   settled   in   Canada   were   Paul   Heck 
and   his  wife  Barbara   and  their  family, 
John  Lawrence,  David  Embury  and  others 
These  were  the  three  centres  where  the 
Methodism    of    Canada    had    its    humble 
beginnings,  and  from  these  small  societies 
the  great  Methodist  Church  of  to-day  has 
grown.  ' 

In  the  early  days  of  Methodism  in 
Canada,  the  United  States  supplied  the 
missionaries,  and  the  Church  was  governed 
by  the  authorities  there.  During  the  war 
?u  ,,r^  ,  ministers  were  withdrawn  and 
the  Wesleyan  church  in  Great  Britain  sent 
missionaries  to  fill  the  vacant  places  so  that 

?T  *^^  "^'"^^  °^  *^  "^^^  ^•'ere  -v  ,»r^  two 
Methodist  denominations  in  the  Dominion 
—the  Wesleyan  and  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal. Subsequently  several  branches  of 
Methodism  came  in,  especially  from  Ene- 
lu"  ir'^^'*^^  eventually  became  united  as 
the  Methodist  Church  in  1884. 

The  Missionary  Society  of  the  Methodist 
Church  was  organized  in  1824,  to  reach 
the  scattered  bands  of  Indians.  The  annual 
income  was  about  one  hundred  and  forty 
dollars,  and  there  were  less  than  six  mis- 
sionaries, while  at  the  present  time  there 
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engaged  m  mjssionary  work    anrf  th*  ;„ 
come  exceeds  three-qLrtJs'of  a  mSlion 

ucgan   m    1840,    when  Jas    Evan«    w,« 
Mason.   George   Barule/,  and   RoL^T 

and  a  ^rX         .5*=*°'^'    ^"^^    Edmonton, 
IndiaS  SS.  "°*  *^^  ^-^  -"ong  the 

The  Methodist  Church  has  always  taken 

XkTnd  hT ";  ^  ^•^'^  educatffofl 
people  and  has  educationa    institutions  in 
every  .province  of   our  Dominbn      Her^ 
,'lt"St'?«=  Methodist  schools  ii  NewfouS 

Institutes    and    tralnLg^^^^^^^tr  S 

SSlu°m"Sr°'  ^4"°>  ^''^^^  -^ 
nt.t,  •  ^?|""'°«.  and  Ladies'  Colleees  in 

InTT'  u  .  "^^  number  of  other  collews 
and  schools.  Mission  work  is  carried  ^ 
^P;"".^.  tl^^Indian    tribes    all  Tver    tS 

in  large  citg,an5'*:sS'rtrt;rfofe: 
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Si'l'^'S^i*^"^"''   ^°'"'  Austrians,  Rus- 

rt    w""^P'\^"^  °^*^^  nationalities. 

.The    Woman's    Missionary   Society   has 

and  homes  for  children  in  many  parts  of 
the  Dominion,  and  also  supports  nurses  ?n 
five  hospitals.  In  China  and  Japan  h 
mmisters  through  educational,  medkal  and 

""T^'ut'  ^"^"^  '°  thousands  of  women 
and    children.      The    National    TraSS 
Schoo    m  Toronto  is  an  important  Meth! 
odist  institution,  where  lady  missionaries 
,=^/.'«'     ^°/kers.     and     deaconesses,    "re 
trained  and  the  graduates  are  at  w-rk  from 
^he  Atlantic  to  the  Pacific  and  in  ChSS 
and    Japan.      The    Methodi.t    Church  "s 
recognized  everywhere  as   mov.ir  J^  th" 
very    forefront    of    all    social    ai5    mora! 
reform   and   her   members   and   aSh^ 
can   point    with   pardonable   pricfeto^ 
results  of  her  leadership  andTnftJiet 
those    movements    which    make    foT  th^ 
progress  and  we!l-te«^  of  our  cou«,y 

with  tender  «are  ©f  a  mother,  and  provid- 
?!.  ^fJJ^r^  «»«d-  Make  us  tlSnkSl 
for  the  pnyitege  aod  honor  of  holding 
Wlowship  with  Thee,  and  with  one  anoth^^ 
We  humbly  thaak  Thee  for  the  stoJy  of 
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the  great  men  and  women,  who,  in  the 
nukmg  of  the  history  of  our  church,  gave 
of  their  hves  in  holy  service.  May  the 
spint  of  loyalty  and  love  which  inspired 
them  be  in  our  hearts  and  constantly  in- 
W  ,k'  *u  r-  l*«.them,  may  give  our 
best  through  the  service  of  the  church  in 
T  ^^-  ^"^  P^*y  *°'-  Thy  blessing  on 
•  .?*"..  *"?  women  who  are  to-day  bear- 
ing the  burden  of  responsibility  in  the  work 

to  us  faithfulness  and  crown  all  our  efforts 
with  abundant  success. 

,  Amen. 

ScwpTURE  Readings  for  the  Week. 

Kty-P,'al^^77'''A  '""'"^  ?^  '^'  •»*«"  day- 
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THE    METHODIST    CHURCH    AND 
HOW  IT  WORKS. 

Section  3.— L«sson  3. 

Methodist  Hymn  Book.-Hymn  389. 
oflhur^h"!^'  "°  "^'^'""'y  prescribed  form 
du  us  parts,  the  organization  of  the  earlv 
Chnstian  church   was   determined  by  the 
circumstances  of  the  time  ^ 

If  we  trace  the  origin  and  growth  nf 

Methodism  we  shall  find  a  striking  siml 

anty  between  its  development  and  fha    of 

the  early  Christian  church.     It  was  in  a 

purely  mcidental  way  that  a  fewnLl 

Sng?  Wherherj^S-^Lia^ 
m  number  it  was  found  necessar^  to  have 
l^ders  and  thus  originated  the  ^c  asses '' 
as  they  were  afterward  called.     Weskv 

words,     Thiis  arose  without  any  previoui 

S^S^^'  "''•  ^""^^  ^'  •' ^!^^ 
aucd  a  Society;  a  very  innocent  name  anrf 

very  common  in  London  for  anyTumSj 

of  people  associating  themselves  toS>7" 
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It  was  also  through  these  classes  that  the 
offerings  of  the  members  were  collected. 

This  was  really  a  first  step  toward  a 
formally  organized  Methodist  Church,  and 
It  is  important  to  note  that  it  came  about 
as  Wesley  says,  "without  any  previous 
design  on  either  side."  Neither  the  people 
nor  Wesley  himself  had  any  idea  that  they 
were,  in  organizing  these  "bands"  for 
mutual  an'  ipiritual  edification,  laying  the 
foundation  of  an  institution  that  was  des- 
tined to  extend  throughout  the  world,  and 
bring  untold  blessing  to  mankind. 

The  next  stage  in  the  development  of 
Methodism  was  the  practice  of  itinerant 
lay-preaching.  When  the  Societies  had 
multiplied  and  become  so  numerous  that 
It  was  impossible  for  the  Wesleys  to  visit 
them  all,  the  most  gifted  of  the  lay  leaders 
were  chosen  to  visit  these  societies  that  they 
might  "  comfort,  exhort,  and  instruct  those 
who  were  athirst  for  God,  or  who  walked 
in  the  light  of  His  countenance." 

Another  distinct  step  in  the  organization 
of  Methodism  was  the  holding  of  the  first 
Conference.  This  was  in  the  beginning 
also  a  purely  incidental  gathering.  It  took 
place  in  London  in  August,  1744,  five  years 
after  the  formation  of  the  first  Society 
class.  It  is  at  present,  and  has  been  for 
many  years,  the  chief  legislative  and  execu- 
tive body  of  the  Wesleyan  Methodist 
Church. 
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appomtment  Of  preachers  to  each      xJe 
wWch  to^k  rfS^f 'T'"  Quarterly  Meeting 

ctrcrti  *?  --'  ■•nSt£ror£ 

Cir^?;     S°"°r'«   *«^  adoption  of   the 
Circuit  system  there  was  the  need  felt  for 

isto'brn^-  °^  Pe"!?«'°"^'  finance     This 
IS  to  be  distinguished  from  Circuit  finance 

l.Z"'T^  «?arding  this  matter  of  Con 

design  for  several  years,  to  concern  myself 
wiA  temporals  at  all."    He,  however.Kd 

th^.  ^'^y'^''^  °"  **^  heathenism  of  the 
three  kmgdoms  could   not  be  carried  7»! 

-K?'^"£  :i*°"*  *^-teria?^.^'st:: 
oi  war      It  was  arranged  that  at  the  auar 
terly  visitation  of  the  societies  by  the  min 
ister  there  should  be  the  quarterly  ^S 
tZ  Sl«r^'??  on  the'workTf  ^?.: 

pleTe  acS°K  ^  "^"^  ^'''^  ^""^  incom- 
plete account  of  the  ongm  and  development 
of  the  mstitutions  of  Methodism.  These 
have  furnished  the  model  after  which  have 
been  fashioned  the  organizations  of  fh! 
entire  Methodist  Chu„:h'^and  E  i"  es^! 
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ciaUy  true  of  "The  Methodist  Church" 
in  Canada,  as  will  be  seen  from  the  follow- 
ingbnef  sketch. 

The  courts  or  organized  bodies  of  our 
churdi,  through  which  the  main  work  of  the 
dmrch  are  done   are:  (i)  The  Quarterly 
CMfical  Board.    (2)  The  District  Meeting 
(3)    ine  Annual  Conference.     (4)   The 
Owjcrai  conference.    The  Quarterly  Offi- 
cial Boiir,  .9  the  court  of  the  local  church, 
itvery  .,x;  raized   body  of  the  church   is 
represen-cd  on  this  Board.    The  Circuits 
are  arranged  m  groups  called  Districts,  and 
over  each  District  a  Chairman  is  appointed. 
This  Chairman  is  the  nearest  approach  we 
have  m  our  economy  to  a  Bishop.    He  takes 
charge  of  all  the  preachers  on  his  district 
and  supervises  all  the  work  of  the  church 
under   his   jurisdiction.     At   the   Annual 

^M  "k°*  ?^  °[''"=*  *•=  ^hole  work 
of  the  Church  on  the  District  for  the  pre- 
ceding year  is  reviewed  even  to  the  minutest 
details  of  Its  financial  and  spiritual  interests. 

The  Annual  Conference  is  the  chief  ex- 
ecutive body  of  the  Church.  It  reviews  the 
entire  work  of  the  year,  forms  circuits 
missions  and  districts,  stations  all  the 
preachers  for  the  incoming  year,  and  ao- 
points  the  Chairman  of  Districts.    It  also 

fav     to    t/'^r  ""*^*'^^''  ministerial  and 
lay,    to    the    General    Conference,    which 

78 


THE  YOUNG  CHURCH-MEMBER 

meets  once  in  four  years.  The  General 
Conference  is  the  chief  legislative  court  of 
the  Church.  It  makes  the  laws  which  the 
tower  courts  are  to  administer.  In  all  the 
higher  courts  of  the  Church  there  is  equality 
of  representation,  lay  and  ministerial.  This 
»  also  true  of  nearly  all  the  important 
Boards  and  Committees  of  both  Annual 
and  General  Conferences. 

The  Methodist  Church  is  a  coiporation 
under  the  laws  of  the  Dominion.  By  th^ 
Act  of  Incorp. ration  it  is  empowered  to 
cany  on  the  work  of  education,  missionary 
work,  Sunday  School  and  Young  People's 
work,  publishing,  and  other  departments 
of  work,  m  which  the  Christian  church 
may  properly  engage. 

Isaac  Taylor,  one  of  the  earliest  and 
ablest  critics  of  Methodism,  says  "  Wesley's 
organization  is  the  most  efficiently  expan- 
sive Christian  institute  which  modem 
tunes  have  seen.  It  stands  alone  without 
a  parallel  on  the  field  of  Church  history- 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  experiments  in 
ecclesiastical  science  that  has  ever  been 
carried  forward." 

Neander,  the  great  Church  historian, 
«ixactly  though  unconsciously,  described 
the  development  of  Methodist  organization 
m  these  words.  "  Whenever  any  form  of 
Church  government  has  arisen  out  of  a 
series  of  events,  according  to  the  direction 
of  Divme  Providence,  and  is  organized  and 
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governed  according  to  the  Divine  wiU  He 
may^be  said  Himself  to  have  esUbUshe'd  it 
and  to  operate  through  it  by  His  spirit.     ' 

PkAYSR.  ' 

We  pray  to  Thee,  Ahnighty  God.  our 
Heavenly  Father  for  the  atn  and  wi,^ 
'"  ^Hf  «nd  who  have  been  chosen  by  Thee 
and  by  their  fellows,  to  lead  in  the  eS 
pnses  of  Thy  children  through  the\SBn 
{ation  of  Thy  churth.  Oh  (Ll,  marSr; 
be  equal  to  their  tasks.  Keep  tiitm  S 
f*«'«"  and  unholy  living  aS  helj^us  so 
to  follow  Thee  in  thought,  word  and  deeS 

Tth\i'':aKru'j*™^''"*^**°-»'^' 

Amkn. 

ScWPTURe  READINGS  FOE  THE   W«(K. 

^°"±r&»'"  "'-The  source  of  help 
he  way  of  " 
9-ifr— The 


Tuejday-Prov.  3^  r-^^-Th^Y^y-othi^pin,,,. 
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^''"Chrin:^'"-    '=    "-'i>-The   pre-eminence   of 
Sunday-John  15:  i-14-The  True  Vine. 


THE   OBLIGATIONS   OF  MEMBER- 
SHIP IN  THE  CHURCH. 

S«CTI0N  3.— LksSON  4. 
Methodist  Hymn  Book— Hymn  476. 

l.iL*%!l*y  V"""****  ^«  teachings  of  the 
kssons  that  have  gone  before  it  will  not 
toe  veiy  hard  for  us  to  understand  the 
obh^tions  that  belong  to  membership  in 
«^e  Churtrh.  We  shall  have  seen  that  the 
Masters  great  thought  by  which  He  hoped 
I^H^'^fi:  u*  '^^'■''^  *™'n  »'*t«^.  and  greed, 
oSr  piht""  V:f  » V^^  ^**  God  was' 
SI \:^  '  •!."^  ^^V^''  »  ««>d  Father, 
He  had  provided  all  things  that  were  neces- 

.Un  fhJ.  •?  "•'  ^^'}^'^''-  W«  l^ave  seen, 
also,  that  If  we  would  only  believe  this  and 

e^lh^^T"^  brothers  and  sisters,  helping 
each  other  sharing  fairly  our  Father'! 
gitts,  the  strong  protecting  the  weak   the 

would  'tt  '^'  '^P^*'  "^^  *'>«'  H"ven 
would  be   here  on  earth  and  lyine    and 

aS'jSf  ;;?y°PP"^^'°"'  »"^  -""/would 

,n J** u  '"  u''  ''^y  ^°"'^  °ot  believe  Jesus 
and  when  He  saw  that  those  in  positions  of 
pnvilege  rather  than  accept  His  messLV 
would  put  Him  to  death,  He  gatherXJS 
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humble  workingmen  together  and  tried  to 
give  them  the  great  word  that  they  might 
herald  it  out  to  all  men  everywhere  until 
m  time  they  would  believe  His  message 
and  turn  to  Him  and  live.  These  men 
kept  the  thought  alive  although  they  knew 
that  they  too  did  it  at  risk  of  their  lives, 
and  because  these  men  were  faithful,  and 
because,  through  the  long  years  there  have 
always  been  men  and  women  faithful  to 
this  purpose  of  the  Master,  you  and  I  have 
the  chance  of  hearing  the  Christian  mes- 
sage and  of  taking  our  place  in  the  ranks 
of  these  lovers  of  men  to-day. 

Still  the  Christ  stands  in  need  of  men 
and  women  to  tell  His  thought,  to  live 
for  It,  to  die  for  it.    It  is  the  influence  of 
His  spirit  through  the  lives  of  His  fol- 
lowers that  has  carried  His  teaching  more 
and  more  into  the  characters  and  institu- 
tions of  men.    It  has  not  yet  been  accepted 
by  the  world  as  a  whole,  in  such  a  way  as 
to  make  this  earth  like  Heaven,  with  our 
i'ather  s  will  supreme  in  every  heart.    Men 
for  the  most  part  still  do  not  believe  that 
God  IS  really  their  Father.     They  do  not 
believe  that  all  men  are  their  brothers.  They 
still  thmk  that  the  great  men  are  those 
vfho  can  make  others  work  for  them  with- 
out giving  a  just  return.     They  do  not 
accept  the  thought  of  Jesus  that  the  truly 
great  are  those  who  serve  and  bless  their 
fellows.     They  do  not  reaUy  believe  that 
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we  all  bolong  to  one  great  family  and  that 
it  is  good  to  love,  and  live,  and  spend  our- 
selves for  others,  and  Jesus  still  needs 
those  wrho  have  caught  His  thought,  to 
herald  it  out,  till  all  men  are  willing  to  live 
and  die  for  it. 

This  the  Church  is  trying  to  do,  and  it 
needs  your  help.  Needs  you  because  you 
are  in  the  fine  first  flush  of  manhood  and 
womanhood;  because  the  home  thoughts 
of  kindliness  and  love  are  still  the  most 
real  to  you;  because  the  self  thoughts  of 
greed  and  selfishness  have  not  hardened 
into  habits  that  shut  Jesus  from  your 
hearts.  We  want  to  win  the  world  to  Jesus 
and  His  way  of  thinking  and  so  we  are 
banded  together  that  we  may  help  one 
another  and  together  help  the  world. 

In  the  Methodist  branch  of  the  Christian 
church  there  are  three  simple  rules  that 
bind  us  together  in  loyalty  to  the  Master 
and  to  one  another.  By  the  first  we  pro- 
mise not  to  do  anything  that  would  hurt 
our  brothers  and  sisters;  by  the  second 
we  promise  to  do  all  we  can  to  help  them. 
These  are  only  two  aspects  of  the  Master's 
summing  up  of  the  law,  well  called  "  The 
Golden  Rule."  We  accept  His  thought  of 
life,  that  the  best  of  living  is  living  for 
others.  The  third  rule  is  that  we  will  be 
true  to  the  fellowship  of  the  Church, 
attending  its  services  that  we  may  gain  the 
strength   and   inspiration   of   comradeship 
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learn  more  and  more  of  our  Father's  will 
and  w.th  prayer  and  meditation  and  thougS 

%Zs7otT.  '%,^PP'y,'^-  principles  of 
jesus  to  the  conditions  of  our  day 

nr;r-!i"^^''r"*^  '"^"'^^^  ^^^  the  Opportunities 
provided  for  us  to  help  and  be  hdped- 
S,?f  «"d  preaching,  praise  and  wSp 

ings,  and  last   but  not  least,  the  privilege 

of  joining  with  our  fellow  members  in  the 

Sacrament  of  the  Lord's  Supper     It  w^ 

in  much  for  us  if  we  are  able  to  folbw 

spirit  of  love  and  of  gratitude.  The  brearf 
was  once  Vheat  and  his  illustrated  in  itSf 
the  great  law  of  sacrifice,   for  it  died  in 

f^ft'  rt  ''■  ™'^?  """S  forth^mu  h 
ThlL  •  ,  ^'"^  *^"'  "«  tJ'e  same  story 
These  simplest  symbols  of  the  eraoe   ^nVi" 

of  Tesu,  T.,^''-^*  1!^"'^^^  °f  the  Gospel 
m.;L  ;  ^^"'  '"  *'^  Sacrament  we  com- 
?rJ^^lul  ^^  manifestation  of  a  love  To 
great  that  ,t  was  willing  to  die  for  uland 
he  memorial  shall  stand  until  the  da>  wSn 
the  principle  expressed  at  its  hiehel^  J^ 
the  Cross  of  Jesus  shall  at  leLh  pretaU 
f  °'"^P^°Ple  ,«Peak  of  the  bread  and  wLe 

the  I^T"^  ^l*?^^  ^y  the  minister  ^to 

he  body  and  blood  of  Christ,  but  to  us 

It  is  a  simple  memorial  service  in  whirh 

we  pledge  our  loyalty  and  devotion  to  Jest 
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and  the  cause  for  which  He  died.    In  this 
spjnt  let  us  pray  that  we  niay  eter  be 

ImuSs. '°   °"'   *°    ''''   *"^    --«   our 
Prayer. 

Father,  of  what  manner  of  life  is  expected 
cL^T  ."^^^r^"'^  ^'  '"^"-•''^ers  of  Thy 

of  the  Chuih  !?  ''''*^  "'^  fellowship 
or  tne  Church,  endeavon_  • -Ip  each  other 
and  umte  under  Thee  to  bring  Thy  wfll 

cld""lt"'  "  "  '"Heaven.  Help  L.  q 
^^d,  that  we  may  do  well  our  part. 

Amen. 
Scripture  Readings  for  the  Week 

fellowship  '9-2S-Not    neglecting    the 

First-born        ^^     '^''^-Assembly    of    the 
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SUGGESTIONS  TO  LEADER. 

1.  Start  your  class  early  in  the  year. 
The  course  of  study  is  intended  to  cover 
three  months. 

2.  The  formation  of  the  class  gives  you 
a  good  opening  for  personal  work  with 
some  of  the  boys  and  girls  who  have  not 
yet  accepted  Christ.  See  them  alone  and 
urge  them  to  join  with  the  rest. 

3.  The  hymns  are  chosen  to  illustrate 
each  subject.  A  word  of  special  comment 
and  mterpretation  will  be  of  great  value 
to  carry  the  lesson  home  to  the  minds  of 
the  class. 

The  words  and  tunes  are  taken  from  the 
-New  Methodist  Hymn  Book.  The  leader 
who  takes  pains  to  teach  his  young  folk 
hymn-  and  tunes  such  as  these  will  render 
a  great  service. 

4.  The  committee  has  aimed  to  present  the 
various  lessons  in  language  simple  enough 
to  be  readily  understood  by  young  people, 
but  masmuch  as  the  themes  dealt  with  are 
m  many  cases  so  profound,  and  the  space 
at  their  disposal  so  limited,  it  has  been 
necessary  to  express  some  of  the  ideas  in 
language  usually  not  familiar  to  youth. 
They  look  to  the  instructor  to  see  that  the 
thoughts  reach  the  minds  of  the  pupils  by 
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the  use  of  concrete  illustrations,  and  the 
translation,  as  far  as  possible,  of  the  ideas 
into  terms  of  their  young  experience.  This 
experience  will  vary  greatly,  not  only  ac- 
cording to  different  ages,  but  to  different 
locations  and  environment. 

5.  The  Daily  Bible  Readings  are  ar- 
ranged to  drive  home  from  the  Scriptures 
the  matter  of  the  weekly  lesson.  It  is  hoped 
by  the  committee  that  every  member  of  these 
preparatory  classes  will  keep  the  "Morning 
Watch"  and  that  these  passages,  which  fol- 
low a  sequence  of  thought,  will  become  the 
daily  portion,  which  they  will  read  at  their 
morning  devotions. 

Some  of  these  passages  are  such  rare  and 
valuable  gems  of  divine  truth  that  they 
should  become  the  permanent  possession  of 
every  member  of  the  class.    We,  therefore 
urge  that  they  be  committed  to  memory. 

In  connection  with  Lesson  4,  Section  3 
on  obligations  of  the  church  member— we 
deem  it  advisable  that  the  pupils  be  pro- 
vided with  fresh  copies  of  the  rules  of 
membership  and  asked  to  read  them  care- 
fully. 

6.  The  prayer  is  intended  to  be  the  clos- 
ing prayer  of  the  class  session  and  also 
to  be  the  class  prayer  for  the  week  It  is 
suggested  that  each  member  of  the  class 
write  out,  or  type,  this  prayer,  and  put  it 
up  m  his  or  her  room  during  the  week  so 
that  it  may  be  committed  to  memory. 
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.  7-  It  has  been  asked,  "Why  do  you  not 
include  a  Lesson  on  Sex  instfucdon?"For 
two  reasons;  first,  this  Manual  wS  iL  uS 
m.mcced  classes;  second,  it  i,  ap-ced  tiS 
this  very  necessary  instru^on  can  i  beSr 

Sfs"ti^tT"  ^™r-    Where  any  S 
S|^=-^^--are.„ 

Hood';"  £^^s?rHf,r  ^°"*^  ^°  ^- 

— The  Committee. 
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